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Data protection FREE i | 
for soccer ID info 


announcement was made by the 
sports minister Colin Moynihan in 
the Commons last week. 

The football clubs computer will | Amstrad has ii 
only say whether or not a fan ls | os monitor decided to bundi 
banned from the ground. Н will not 
give reasons or criminal records. 
The Police, though, will be able to 
check the central computer. 

Moynihan told the Commons: 
"There was nothing requiring the 
scheme to be subject to the act, 
but firmly believe in the смі 





















established a firm grip on 
|| free monitor with its portable ihe portable sector since 
computer, the PPC. the PPC launched a 
‘The offer starts this week and w year ago. Market research 
run through to the end of Feb 

However, ıt will only affect b 
the double disk drive 
Amstrad feels that 





гу firm Romtec puts its share 

yers of at $4 per cent. But Amstrad 
readily admits that the 

market is not 

hines are so cheap there is n terrifically big one 

room for freebies One drawback 

Buyers are being offered 
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ich bundle is that 
or worth £ 


X. The is connected to an external 
K and 640K onitor it cannot run 
machines wil remain at £549 and business graphics The 
E649 











pectively. The PPC's e 
s C399. 
^ built up market lead 





orables LCD screen is 
marked Amstrad's | accessed through а CGA adaptor 
as being the worst | whilst the mono monitor will run 
machine through an MDA adaptor which 
b ıt has | won't run graphie 


heap Z88s at Comet 


Those punters who are looking to pick up a portable but don't fancy Amstrad's 
offering should consider dashing over to Comet, 

The electrical chain is == 

clearing out old stocks of 

ктай argues, а monit Cambridge Computer's 288 and 

mat its Dci is selling the machine at £150 - 

£100 lower than the normal 

price. 


Ah so! | am a crever computer Comet admits that many ol 


these will be display machines 
A computer has been developed by Matsushita which can hear a sentence - 
in Japanese and then speak itin English. The prototype has been put and claims that "stocks won't 
together in conjunction with Carnegie Mellon University in the US. I is last long”. Once these have all 
claimed to be the world's first computer to understand whole phrases that it been sold the new £299 288 
has not already been pre-programmed to recognise. pack will be whisked onto the 
is + 288: £100 off 
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Games publisher US Gold has 
been rapped by the Advertising 
Standards Authority for its 
portrayal of women in a 
publicity campaign 

The ASA received eight 
‘complaints about US Gold's ad 
for Psycho Pigs UXB. When the 
ad was shown in various 
computer magazines — last 
summer it prompted industry 
protest - it has since been 
pulled. 

The ad depicted two young 
men looking up at a poster 
hoarding of a scantily clad 
young woman in seductive pose. 
She was holding the game. The 
ad was captioned “I know 


which one Td rather play with”, | funny ad and the intention was 
with a reply: “Yes, but have you | to be humourous. Obviously 
seen the reviews for Psycho Pigs wee sorry if anyone was 
Ов” offended. 

‘The people who complained | However, insiders suggest 
all considered the ad to be that US Gold is surprised by the 
'ffensive and exploitative". | response and that the firm 
The ASAs verdict is | considers it is simply ahead of 
accompanied by а condemnation its time. Apparently, the firm 
ol the widespread use of semi- | privately feels the ad would be 
mude models to sell products. | considered normal in European 
The Authority — reminds | computer mags and that it had 
advertisers to consider those | simply tried to bring successful 
people who are offended by the | continental ploys to the UK. 
“gratuitous portrayal af | Despite the advertisements 
semi-naked woman as an implication that Psycho Pigs, 
attention getting device.” had received good reviews, the 
US Golds Tim Chaney | game was almost universally 
‘explained to Express: "It was a | panned by computer magazines. 
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SIXPACK AMIGA 
OFFERS BLAST OUT 


The mystery as to 
exactly which soft 
ware is — being 
bundled with the 
‘Amiga came to light 
last week with 
announcements of a 
total of six offers. 
Because of the 
intricate machin- 
ations ol the 
computer trade the 
matter ls a rather 
complicated one. In 
etfect normal de 
have а choice 
three main p 
Any dealers which 
ide with com; 
supplier Mlcrod 
will have the choice 
of a further three 
These dealers wil 
generally displ 
Microdealer stickers оп their 
window 

Whatever the backgr 
buyers are 
around since the bundles differ. 
Also, whilst dealers will always 
want to be competitive on 
there are hound to be difterei 
confusion sets — um 
recommendation is being made 
dealers to up the price of Amigas 
though. 


ASO: SIX DEALS 


Whilst th 
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Reports that th 


A fistful of offers 


Sports Pack - vale £135 
y Basketbi 


bal Manager 


am Обе Pack - value £190 
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IBM is so huge that it makes £10,000 
every minute - or £170 a second. This 
compares with poor old Amstrad boss 
Nan Sugar who only manages to make a 
fer every second. BM s latest profits 
were up 12 per cent for the last quater 





yt consumer 17 | 
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NEWS 








COMMENT 


Going a bundle? 


Cries of Amstrads PPC say it stands for 
‘huggable personal computer’ but s stil a 
convenient way of taking your work from the 
PC at he office to the hotel room or your 
study in the front seat of your Sierra. 

Like a doctors surgery, the screen is nice 
and big but seems designed to conceal 
more than it reveals with ts dim greyon- 
rey splay. 

Now comes Amstrads bundled monitor, 
worth £100, with every twin drive PPC. And 
very nice too: most people only use their 
РРС in two or three locations, so now you 
Can have your PPC as the ink between your. 
PC at work and your monitor at home. 
The fact that the monitor emulates MOA 
and о cant cope with any graphics is being 
careful underpayed. But the very fact that 
Amstrad is using а monitor as а carrot to 
potential PPC buyers seems an admission of 
the avid quality of the PPC display. 

Over at the Amiga vs. ST match, the 
bundling of games with the Amiga wil no 
doubt attract quite a few more buyers. 
Meanwhile Ataris new Mega ST is set not 
only to bridge the gap between the 1040 
‘and the Moga 2 models, it is also being 
aimed firmly at the serious end of the 
market - hence the tak of bundled word 
processing software withthe new machine 
The concept of the Amiga as a graphics 
workstation and the ST as а MIDI unit, and 
boh as primarily games and leisure 
machines, i surely due for a change. And 
in the eternal Commodore-Atar war, Atari 
has again taken th initiative in he batte for 
бе Serious User, 


Foul play 


The new scheme forcing computerisation ot 
fans upon football lbs wil surly kil off 
many ot he smaler outfits. Apart fom the 
cost, many of these clubs depend on 

asional supporters to pad out their gates 
supporters who won't get round to geting 
тертой and wil stay home to histen to the 
tame on the rado. 

Jod, at the end of the day, how much 
hooliganism мй this actualy prevent? Wont 
I just push the yobbos outside the grounds, 
where they do most of their damage 
anyay? 

Such bind beet in the mage of 
‘computerisation’ is mido эй 
dangerous wil run Saturday afternoons 
for hundreds of thousands of casual fans 
мө dong nothing to deter Bow 
responsible for the problems. Engish clubs 
look as far as ever from getting back into 
European competion 





























Code Masters has finaly 
seling games at £1.99. 
Last November it began seling 
new budget ils at £2 
james stayed at he 











Now though oldies su 
Simulator and Grand Pra Simul 
sost £2.99, 














| SINCLAIR 
THEREFORE IBM 


Sir Clive Sinclair's Cambridge 
Computer is working on an IBM PC 
compatible portable computer. 

The firm is already in the portable 
market with the A4 sized 288. 
However, that is not PC compatible 
‘users who wish to transfer work 
done on the move to their PC must 
link up using cables. Cambridge 
itself is not prepared to comment on 
the matter and is clearly disturbed 
that the news has leaked out 

We'd prefer to be our own 
conductor of when announcements 
of new products are made," said the 
firm's Paul Streeter. "Now products 
are always à delicate matter 








































He added: "You can rest assured 

That whatever it is, it wil be 

innovative.” Streeter was k * inci anata IM compatta console is being 

stress that any new launch would | misconstrue those by US 

mot mean the demise of the 288.| Cambridge is won software giant 

We're definitely not intending to wil damage sales of the established || “Details of the machine are 

replace the 288. People tend to machine | virtually non existent and Epyx 
is refusing to comment on the 
matter. However, speculation is 
growing that it will be a low 


days ши 
apparentiy 
ped 





bundle ° 
t emerged last week that 
some copies of Wubal 
d as part of the 
had been 





problem has been largely 
resolved 
'SDL claims that the Byte 

















fandi vius had been 
элдеп transferred to 
Wirbel when the disks 





















Ruxley Comer Industrial 


Estate 


Sidcup, Kent, РАМ 4ER 


The development of decision has yet been made as 
Telecomsoffs upcoming to what will happen to the 
adventure epic Lasers and game but it is way behind 
Labrynths has ground to a halt. schedule It was due to be 
The development team launched in late summer 

responsible Mindware has Mindware's agent Marjacq 
‘been taken off the project and, Micro is clearly furious with 


according to the firm's agent, 
has “ceased trading”. No 


the developers’ handling of the 
project. "We knew they were 


Citizen is manufacturing a 3.5 inch 
disk drive for the machine as part of 
а special deal: That firm, though, 
refuses to discuss any deals of this 

As yet it is not known when the 
machine wil arrive. Industry 
pundits, though, are suggesting that 
autumn will see the arrival of 
Sinclair's PC portable 


Games console 
lanned 
| by secretive Epyx 



















Epyx 


and held айаш. 
isident Ой Freeman 
refused to be drawn on the 
subject. “I cannot confirm any 
rumours you may have heard, 
he said. "We are developing 
new hardware but if we launch 
later this year and it turns out 
о be a solar powered flashiight. 











you're going to look pretty 
stupid 
Trusted trade customers were 


apparently given a sneak 
preview of the machine behind 
closed doors at the recent 
Consumer Electronics Show in 
Las Vegas. 

‘The likelihood is that any such 
console will be launched later 
this year and could be available 
here soon after. 














the vius SOLS 


в SDL UK. Unit 10, 





Sidcup Bypass, 








having difficulties and that 
deadlines were slipping so we 
got onto them,” said the firm's 
Jacqui Lyons. “Then they just 
said they couldn't finish it. 1 
lost my rag because they took 
it so casually. Kind of libe 


Mindware was previously 


responsible for Tracker. 
Neither of the firm's directors 





last week. 

Telecomsoftis likely to have 
forwarded money to Mindware. 
- the firm is yet to decid its 
course of action. 


cancelling а dinner 


engagement.” 
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ATARI PREPARES NEW 
MEGA ST 


Atari is planning to introduce а 
new model ST into its range for the 
low end business user - and a word 
processing bundle will appear for 
the new configuration at Easter. 

In effect, the new Mega 1 ST will 
be a 1040 inside a Mega ST casing. 
The Mega shape is generally 

garded as more aesthetic and 
easier to handle than the 1040's. 

The new machine comes with a 
mono monitor and will be priced at 
£599 excluding VAT. A 1040 with 
monitor will also be on offer for £599 
including VAT. It costs £499 without 

Atari is viewing this as а 
reshufflng of its range to suit 
different users. Instead of being a 
low end business machine the 1040 
is now regarded as a high end bon 
machine: “It's like the §20's 


— 





brother," explained a spokesman 
On the bundle he said 
We want to make it easy 
for the first time computer 


"Mega ST: Low cost 1040 version soon. 


@ i ən attempt to promete їз PC200 range (above) 


user to get a full package 
та) having to be 
‘confused by jargon 
When we launched the 
520 it was seen as a high 
mputer for the home 


But а 
computing becomo 
cheaper. That's the way the 
1040 has gone. In ten years 
time our Transputer w 


touch he sides. To fr you simply needed. 
"o shake your hands violent for a spit 
second 


The mysterious UForce 

caused something of a str but a 

‘nn ly to reach the UK unti 
next year t бе вибо 


Amstrad has become De Шен таасы to monkey 
IBM famous adverting campaign bated on he 
catehine thik therefore IBN 

Those chaps at Brentwood ae splashing out a cared 
17 mon on promong Pe top machines vung he 
slogan think more carey therefore | Amstrad” Atari 
has already had a go ih he immortal ok eror 
ВМ won? get my PC order. 
‘Opinions vary as to hou tect, or indeed 
comprehensi, the new Amstrad Ine ıs One observer 2 
commented “One might have thought tat засе me 
hardware manufacturers cam tà be ofer an 
aerate BM hey cod manage to come wp itha aaa mm 
забун ateratve to BM averting poy rather 
than тарат around in бек обон" 


City planning by amt 


Inner city planners are 
turning to computers 
im order to avoid the 
Creaton of urban decay 
and ghettoes. 

Super advanced 
programs and 
computers are being 
used to analyse the £5 
billion re-development 
of the Kings Cross area. 
Since it is cut off by so 


many railway tracks 
there looms the danger 
of a ghetto appearing 
and mis-use of space. 

We am using а 
computer to humanise 
the environment,” said 
Bill Hillier of University 
College. 

Some of the major 
problems of the past lie 
in freezing out natural 


patterns of movement 
and leaving much 
space empty. It is 
isolated empty places 
which are dangerous. 
His computer has 
enabled bim to analyse 
how the area wil 
develop under different. 
environments 

This method is called 
space syntax’ 





hand for 
haffled 
PC users 





ill tip-toeing ti 
the minefield of 





Thunder Bade 
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BUNGLERS! | 


New breed of hacker causes chaos 


The danger of hacking is spreading | away with more items of value. 
from "bespectacled whizz-kids" to | but at least he will not de 

ordinary computer enthusiasts -| your home. A hacke 

‘and they are the most dangerous. | disastrous to a corpora 
That's the view of Professor Henry | He adds: “While data has 
Bok arn delegates at| always been vulnerable, the 
next orate Comp increasing awareness of both 
Security Conference that hacking is | the ease with which it can be 








can be 





























becoming easier with the od and manipulated and | 
ofa ted pr udulent uses to which it 
computer iterate users. can be put has meant that 
Beker who provides computer fraud is now re 
tems to various Gove ptoport 
and advises lage! Beker w 





the new breed 
angerous | Hammers 
that 


delegates 





hackers is even more 
than its predecessors. He cla 








Neil Kinnocks Labour Party has 
just splashed out a hefty £270,000. 
оп computerising it» headquarters 
in London, 


amateurs can do far more d 
than ha 
Th 


which advises companies on 





ways to beat the hacke 











* Beker: Watch out forthe new breed 





The Opposition is hoping to use 
the 14 terminals to тое 


51:55: Magnetic mystery baffles Logotron | 














round Games publisher Logot is examination of the disks. game to Logottn rather came trom,” said Wright 
Names, addresses, union | blaming magnetic inter- Logotron says that it is than to any shop. The firm “We just know that large 

| information and the like will all be || ference on loading problems currently following some will then send a new version numbers of the game were in 
at hand ç withthe PC version of leads n order to track down as well as a (5 voucher oll the vicinity of a magnetic | | 

| A: seg, best Katab | naw. the source of the magnetic any Logotron game. To field. Were giving away the 
party might be interested to learn || Although the game was interference. quality though the game voucher by way of apology 
that Labour is using McDonnell || launched in November the  Logotron's Herbie Wright must be returned by to customers,” he said. 
Douglas MidBoy hardware with || reason for the large number told Express that any February 10th Logotron's address is: Grey- | | 
2MD memory on each terminal || olretums bas only just come panters experiencing dif "Мете genuinely mystified hound House, 16 Greybound 








and a 333Mb Winchester hard || to light after a thorough culties should retum the as to where the interference Road, London Wé ENX. 


[ZEN 


= БЕ) Kalamazoo has come up with 


ап invoicing package for the 
PC which it claims will 
pense with old fashioned 
beok keeping for good 
The {2% program runs 
with Kalamazoo s established 
accounting package 


The 


American electronics firms are so vulnerable to the volatility of the 
worried by Japanese domination of the Japanese D-RAM market which has 
D-RAM chip market that they are swung from cheap chips being 
planning to form a consortium and “dumped on the US market (and thus 
fight back. forcing US companies to pull out of 
Manufacturers plan to join forces and chip manufacturing) to severe 
so increase production of the vital shortages (causing computer 
chips. The shortage of these chips has companies to lose money and bold 
been the cause of computer prices back launches of new machines) 
rising in the past. American hardware The announcement of a consortium 
‘manufacturers have long felt that their comes through the American 
inability to compete in the chip market Electronics Association, which bas 
bodes ill for their position in ай fields 2500 members, and the Semiconductor 
of electronics development. Industry Association Так of an 
US computer manufacturers appear agreement has been circulating 
to be willing to share the cost of through electronics conventions for 
setting up a consortium and some time, But insiders say the 
‘manufacturing the chips. This, they companies are now willing to take 
reason, would leave them less action 


esses are familiar with 
lamazoo's manual book 
keeping system, they wil feel 
less daunted at upgrading to 
a similar computerised 
system. 

Kalamazoo reckons there 
are over 100000 businesse 
in the country which sti 
operate manual accounting 


closely resemble the layout 
of existing manual accounting 
systems 
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520ST-FM SUPER PACK 











[A 
„ш 
wes 
Exo 
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ne 
C 


Eme rss 
Tyson cass 
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PRODUCTIVITY SOFTWARE 
umi Tange hanane BON 
JOYSTICK 
мыс жа ia Cop из 
FREE ATARI BUNDLE VALUE-£458.97 


With SC1224 colour monitor. £608 55 


With SMi24 mono monitor £498 Z 














illi 
Ta 








ыт cp + mono monitor - E990. 
‘colour monitor: Eve |. 


montor = £1298, 
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SIDCUP (& Mail Order) 01-309 1111 
RICHIEDERE TI 
EONDON а 
BE UP Ep Um 
CONDOR, a кез cas, Sette Таза сту UTE 
OPEN: VON SAT aam бдр. LATE MIGHT: THURSDAY Burs Som 








ST COMPUTERS 


Tra range of Alan ST computer cer someting tor everyone From 


the gamer. what proving s las use Menon 
па былина Tre ST а row iiy аза d те попе ermon 
S aem m education, loca government Yayan 

Schwere to me range stes 1o cover асат at 
ACCOUNTS ART. IONS. COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN, DATABASES, 
PROCESSING and more For a ful ‘sofware aviae. at we та dela 


520ST-FM EXPLORER PACK 


WITH BUILT-IN 1Mb DISK DRIVE 














range is reflected in Ihe Explorer Pack 

2K RAM. The SOUS EM compute now 

is Gre as wel аз а reo mouse controlar 

"new SO0ST-FM Explorer Pack include the 2097 

the arcado game влагата, à tylonal program and some sel 

accessories, In adl, ¥ you buy the Explorer Pack rom ина we wil 

you the Silica ST Starter Kit worth over £200, FREE OF CHARGE. Мет Me 
‘Coupon or details Of ои Siarter Ka and ol тө ful T rangs. 


£2602 


+ 5М'24 mono monitor £398 2% + SCI224 colour monitor: £598 15 





| 





=== 
ANY ies re he 


‘ex vencer балант 


WITH EVERY ST - RETURN COUPON FOR DETAILS 
ALL PRICES QUOTED INCLUDE FREE UK DELIVERY. 


То, Silica Shop Lid, Dept NCE 0189 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, DAI 4DX 


PLEASE SEND FREE LITERATURE ON THE ATARI ST 


Postcode: 
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Of £450 worth 


BOG 


MARBLE MADNESS. £24.95 TEST DRIVE. £24.95 BEYOND THE ICE PALACE £1995 BUGGY BOY.£19.95 EDDIE EDWARDS SUPER SKI.£19.95 — IKARI WARIORS, Fi 
Ene кие Ehe. fhe 


Electronic Arts Blectronic Arts 


CHOPPER X £9.99 ROADWARS. £19.95 XENON £19.95 ARKANOID IL 1995 WIZBALL £19.95 






BLACK м 9SS 
нн 


Mastertronic Melbourne House. Melbourne House magne ‘Ocean 
Here it is! The new Super Pack from Atari. There's no catch. You really do get the F 
You don't just get the brilliant 520STFM. 520STFM and £450 worth of great software 

We're giving you twenty-two great software titles for just £399.99. | 

titles that most people would gladly sell their So make sure you include yourself in this | 

grannies for. great offer.* É 


“` Awatabie from most Atari dealers Otter ends March tat 1988 





| 
VI. £399.99 inclusive. 





ARI WARÎORS. £14.95 RANARAMA. £19.95 THUNDERCATS. £19.95 QUADRALIEN. £19.95 STARQUAKE. £19.95 
Ele. Hewson Ene. aon Logotron Mandarin. 





BLACK LA £19.95 GENESIS. £19.95 THRUST £9.95 SECONDS OUT £18.95 SUMMER OLYMPIAD B8. £19.95 ORGANISER BUSINESS 
Ferd. Frrebird Firebird Tynesoft Tynesoft SOFTWARE £4995 
Trangie Publishing, 


| Please send me details of this and other Atari Products NCE 26 JAN | 
| Name _ Address | 
| = Postcode | 


| Atari Corp (UK) Ltd. Atari House, Railway Terrace, Slough, Berkshire 512 582 | S U PE R PAC K 




















ww — 








How a MI hanged my lite! 





education. Challis had a go at 


Richard Challis suffers «сия. Coe 
from dyslexia. The ма Ms E E 
handicap was ruining his the Dyslexia Society 
career prospects and his Dat norte any on 
sense of self esteem - until 
he bought an Amstrad 
PC1512. 




















while 
udents were in а draughty 
all last June, Challis was on 
his own in front of an 








ойу in 1987 Richard Challis was told he 
Would never be able to sit his A-Levels. His 
ambitions to enter university and gain an | Amstrad 1612. Being the first 
electronics engineering degr d | student to tak 

remote. Three months later he bought an |a computer 

Amstrad 1612 - it changed his life. Last June he 

became the first student to take exams with the | teache 

id of a computer. Today he's studying three A- 


























orrect procedu: 
duly checked and 
ай the disks. 

































Lavals and well on his way to higher education comput 
Challis suffers from the word recognition oubt that he 
inability dyslexia. His 10 is зака to be 130 but his the 
handwriting looks like that of a ten year old's. He | examiner ha read 
writes half as quickly as is average for people of | my notes he wouldn't have 
his age and intelligence; most he cant | been very pleased, especially 
even rend the writing himself. He can spell in his | И he was шей. Without a 
head but can't get it onto paper without messing | computer they would 





up all the letters given me 15 per c 
Ho walks to Bath College every day with a bag о work in. But that 
that's obviously far to big for him. It contains а y because Гю s 
motley crew of da ext books and bulging | rather messy 

file foldors as well as a jumble of computer leads 

some batteries, manuals, 5.25 inch floppies and a ‘were completely 
Cambridge Computer 288 portable. The PC1512 



























stays at home is. t GCSE 
The 288 completely cancels out all his | curriculum. tt was in this environment that 
disabilities, since there is now no need to make | Challis and his family applied to use his PC in 





What is dyslexia? Er 





















е step 
the boai 














the development of language. Five per cent of students s s 
from i that 
‘Specialists say it should be diagnosed by the age of nne. s must app 





However, Richard Chalis was diagnosed at the age of 13 ^ ihe beginn 
Dyslexia i often hereditary and there is no known cure. Fan 

dyslexics include Lewis Carrol, Leonardo da Vinci, Thomas 
Edison, Albert Einstein and George Washington 

















s handwriting. Therefore th 


words per minut 






that’s particularly difficult. People criticise the 
8 because of its rubber keyboard but I think it's | about ti 








brilliant because it's silent. It would be a | Was no unfair advantage in Also, he 
distraction for the other students if I was going | was allowed to do the printing outside of exam 
wuld have been an intolerable 





ickety clack all day.” After taking notes Richard 
in plug the 288 into the Physics department's 
printer or he can go home and port it over to the 
1812. The end result of course is a set of notes 
superior to normal handwritten ones 

lam computer minded and I enjoy wor 
with them,” says Challis. He's currently working 
with Borland's Pascal language to produce a 
program for Dyslexics which will help them 
recognise figures better. 

Obviously the computer is essential to his 








Limited help 


omouters wil help опу 
problems reading wil fid it jr 
are ond 























rites at tho * Chali: Dyslexia? No problem 








honourable among us will immediately | 





sgh, that a sly character might easily be 

urn the PC into a very unfair advantage. 
taken emory resident 

everything waa checked very 











заве, b 
ughly. It would have been amusing to try 
# first person who uses а computer and 
ill get a red letter from me. If 1 had been 

! cheating there would have been a right 
disks were all validated by a 

ood MS/DOS and WordStar 











“The computer has made me more 
confident. because | can deal with the 
problem І can talk about it and not just 
clam up." 





е only software used and he 
the spelling checker disk 
xcept for on the English Oral exam in which 
other students can use a dictionary anyway, He 
didnt use the computer for papers which 
quired answers or formulae such as 
Those which required long essays such as 
Geography, History, English made the most of the 
word proces 


























е new GCSEs have enjoyed a 
e exam itself with more 
to projects. Challis used 

his computer to design graphs and pie charts 

ics project "I didnt use 
anything like VP Planner though. Td 

lesign the graphs pixel by pixel using GEM 

All students are allowed to use 
computers for projects, though, with many 
the trusty onsite Beeb for 
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520STFM SUPER PACK 
Includes SIFM with IMEG dive. 21 games with 
business software (worth over $450) 8 joystick 
Only £349.00 
|620 STEM latost version with 1MEG arivo fed 
1040 STEM latest model, inc. TV modulator, wi "Microsoft Writs” and 
"VIP Prolessional for only 
1040 STEM model with 2 sottware ioma as above, wiih mono monior 
1040 STFM model with 2 sofware lems as above, incirding same 
"ras as supplied with above $20 STEM Super Pack 
1040 STEM with super pack’ extras as above, with SM124 monio 
Mega ST2 win mono montor, МЭ Wrta’ and VIP Pro. 
Mega ST4 with mono monitor, MS-Wrte’ and VIP Pro 
SLM804 laser printer, great value at 
SM12475 mone топо 
Мора 512 package = dudas Moga, STi Wong manor aris iN 
5" drive, SLM804 laser printer, Microsoft Wete’. VP Professional 
Fleet St Publisher. software and 90 days on site maintenance 
мал DTP System - includes, Moga ST4, moro montar, 
(SLM804 laser printer, ЗОМЫ hard disk. "Ров! Steel 
Publahor soltware and 90 days on site maintenance £2795.00) 
525" Extomal drive 40/80 track 360/720K formatted capacity 215995 
Pace Linot Modom Pack inc саро & software £178.00 
Pye 1165 16" FST tolotext remoto cin TV/Monnor dw ST or Amiga cabie - £269.00 
Phiipe CM8833 colour monitor ow ST or Amga camo £229.00 
Phils CM8852 as above, highor resolution 
Cameron Handy Mouse, high qual replacement ST mouse 


Év795.00 


SPECIAL OFFER AMIGA PACK 
А new Amiga 500 package including the following: (extras worth over £270) 
100 computer Photon Рым + Demian 
$ ri itt Тш, 
XR. pubic domain seare 





Tic OC-TT8 647128 dak drive Yor 827128 with res GEOS sofware’ 
Tic OG-118 as above wit Freeze Machine 

Freeze Machine complete backup Сапа, wih integral reset bution 

ГОО commodore 64/128 ready primer P<: 2 

16:10 colour version of above p 


tel Fully compatible, high quality 3.5"| 
Fully Combate tel dives for tne ST py 
EDT. Amiga version only £79.95 


Biene gigi узо то т Atari ST version only £82.95 
Tee eee ned oo у Prices include VAT & delivery 


gital Filecards 


Upgrading your PC to hard disk? Look no further, we oller the best prices. 
оп top quality hardcards. Therough documentation supplied, low power 
consumption. with free XTreo file management software and Speedread. Рог 


Amstrad РС181271640 users we supply hardcards tested and formated, with 


four simple sofware installation proce 


20 MEG...£229.00 


ISECTO for all Atari ST models 
Di Evi R va cn £24.95 

New Version 4 disk utes for the ST, features incu: protected software backup. 
Пето the new turba nibbar, Yasar and more poweri copier. иол uses a aria 
ves Ñ memory and cludes SS parameter optons lor nanding a greater range ol sofware 
dive B boot to alow many programs o талир irom crue B, organiser accessory proveing 


many major disk management commands; extra format ging over 15% exta user storage 
area per lloppy disk. fast backup; ramdisk accessory; undelete fie, PLUS many more! 


ro. The best packages available! 


32 MEG...£249.00 


3.5" disks 
10..£11.95 in plastic case 
£27.95 in 40 cap 


Amstrad PC1512/1640/2086 


We offer a wide choice of Amstrad PCs with many upgrade options, including 
те very latest РС2098 range. For the hard disk option, check our ‘Evesham 
Upgraded Models. Only the best wil do - so we normally upgrade by means 
of a Westem Digial Flecard, which Includes XTree and Speedhoad softwar 
however on single drive 1512/1640 models we can offer internal installations аі 
the вате price {leaving more expansion room but no upgrade opportunity lor 
а 2nd Порру drive). We can provide on-site service contracts at time of 

= please ‘phone Yor details. Prices in lighter type exclude VAT. 


Free with 1512 models... Ability and 4 US Gold Games 





PC1640 Summer Promotion Pack 


Includes PG1640 DD with mono monitor, DMP4000 printer and вой: 
Wordstar 1512, Supercalc 3.1 and Accounts Master DO сво; 


optional extras 


1512 memory upgrade to 640K 
£89.95 NEC V30 (8086 replacement) 
{£138.00 Cipher CT1525 tape streamor 
9900 Joystick 8 Controler Card 
219900 sel centering analog type 





Low prices on all portable PCs 
prises rackets эго хс VAT 
(£373.09) £429.00 PPC6408 .-.... (8477.30) £549.00 
PPCSIZO 77 (8023091) £499.00 PPCSA0D 77: (2540.96) E828.00 
price External 3.5" Порру drive (720K) to sult ANY Amstrad 
2 1640 nc. DD and HD models? Uses no expansion slots... £98.95 


РРС5125 


Central Point Software 
| your PC disk management requirements 


IPC Tools Deluxe........... Omer vites may cim to ‘do П af bul only PC Tools Dolio} 
[ne cone iy адан. prog a ая har dak backup Ve bei Unde va 
100". sate formating of foppy and hard des, untomal,rotab d caching, согот laci 

| tact everyting reaured fo manage & protec your dala at a sensible рс. Ex 

Copy Il PC Version 5...... e most elective їорру disk backup uty ol i's type, We алмау 
uo tne utes! verson Can also transl many programs to hard disk and than run hem without 
reference to йору Suppor both $25 and 3 d ormat Don! be without L. Er 
[Сору I! Deluxe Option Board... timate soliton to backing up copyrotecad| 
fare using the hardware ордоп A the orginal festus ol the Option Board, ncuding 1| 
ost poser backup cope produc on tne manut, and can even instorm any PC equipped] 
ал a 35" Give vao a dua pupose IBMMacitosh dive. Alows your PC to read and wile | 
[MAC data dks easy Ivoug DOS. Comes as an easy to- thor card е) 


PRINTERS 


All prices include VAT, delivery and cable 





Star LC10 bestseling 144/36cps printer, 4 М.О fonts, inc 2 extra ribbons төө . £199.00 
Star LC10 7-colour version of above Pirr, Inc-2 extra black ribbons £249.00 
Star LC24 10 feature-packed тог 24 pin prin £339.00 
Star NB24-10 great value apin inc. cul shoot lender ç 2 exira ribbons £499.00 
Star NX.15 budget wide carago printer £329.00 
Siar NS24 15 wie carr version of NB24-1U inc. cui show loader £849.00 
NEC P2200 budget 24pin, great value 168/56 cpa. 2000006900 
Amsirad OMP325001 good valve 10" with seralparailinierlaces £188.00 
Panasonic KXP1081 relabla budget 10" printer 120/24 cps “I ҮТ 
Panasonic KXP1124 great naw sturdy 10! топі 24pin prinia ...— £319.00 
Epson LX800 popular 10" 180/25. 619900 
Epson 10500 good 2tpin printer 15040 dps £319.00 
Glizen 1200 good value 10" 120 cpa - £139.00 
aizen HOP -ÀS wide carriage гёр printer а bargain £399.00 


Al ort dey delivery £200 ea” | Evesham Micros Lid 


Sond eqe. Р O. or ACCESS ISA datas 
‘Phone wth ACCESS/VISA dotais кы кезй» ууун 
ПИС wo ESSEET qer 
sdb о maian E X orcs 
KETÎ Tel: 0386 765500 
Also at_1762 Pershore Rd.. Coueridge, Birmingham, B30 3BH Tel: 021 458 4564 








SECTOR SOFTWARE 


WE SPECIALISE IN SINCLAIR QL, CAMBRIDGE COMPUTERS, 288 AND 
COMMODORE AMIGA SOFTWARE AND HARDWARE 


AMIGA A500 SPECIAL OFFER! 


AMIGA A500 WITH BASIC AND EXTRAS 


MODULATOR 


WORKBENCH 


MOUSE 
AMEGAS 
INSANITY FIGHT 


ART OF CHESS 


INCLUDING VAT /POSTAGE 


BY MAIL OR FAX 


ALL FOR £389 


ACCESS AND VISA ACCEPTED 
OFFICIAL COMPANY ORDERS ACCEPTED 


MERCENARY 
BARBARIAN 
ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
TERRORPODS 
BUGGY BOY 
THUNDERCATS 
IKARI WARRIORS 
WIZBALL 





CAMBRIDGE COMPUTERS Z88 
[288 portable computer 


512K RAM pack 
128K RAM pack 
32K RAM pack 
128K EPROM PACK 
32K EPROM pack 


PC link software and cable 


IL link softwar 

IBC link sof 
Serial pr le 
Parallel interface. 


cable 


and cable 


Custom carry case for 288 


Mains adaptor 


SINCLAIR QL 

1 + disk LF 

programs to run in the QL at once. 
мо for the Standard QU 
el 


25.00 


lead). 
е to contents of QL 


ideways on your printer) 





1084S Stereo Colour Monitor 


£290.00 


Mono Monitor for Ar Lead saj Demon 2 V21/V23 Auto Modem..£91,00 | 





Star LC10 Colour Printer (UK Version]. £290.00. | 


Midi Interface for A500/A2000 Tam 





Casio Midi Keyboard for A500 o t: | 


Mains Adaptor for Casio Keyboard 





£1 








We Accept 


EXPRESS 
VOUCHERS 





Amiga A2000, Monitor, 1Mb RAM, Keyboard, Mouse 


[We Accept 





VOUCHERS 





Software aro 1o be org 


mailed with details or 


We have a range ot QL, 
service manuals, ring for 





Tel: 0772 454328 SECTOR SOFTWARE 


Lancashire (jnct 28 or 29 M6) 


SECTOR SOFTWARE are always о 
for the QL, 288 oF Amiga, If you have wr 


NORTHERN SINCLAIR SHOW 


Due to a lack of previous shows in 


ising а Ne 
jn абс 
any Spectrum, Qt, 288 companies or p 


suppliers please contact us lor dota 


prices on i 


ın one then pl 


BULLETIN BOARD 


avaiable on the Buletn Board, so goods can be 


Fax: 0772 454328 





39 Wray Crescent, Ulnes Walton, Leyland, Lancashire, PR5 3NH 


Access and Visa accepted. All prices include VAT/UK postage 











THEY'VE GOT NO SOLE 
I have been havng great problems wih 
Mrrorsoft and the new simulabon 
Falcon, for the ST. Apparently they do not 
load on some ST disk drves. Wel, mine 
dint, so | sent it back at Mach 3 as they 
clamed they were ın he process of 
writing a new program that would work. | 
kept in contact wth them as to the 
progress of the new disks and wated 
expectant 

To my horror they say they have never 
received my disks, fve or six weeks after 
| sent them. As | did not send them by 
recorded delivery, as far as they were 
concerned that was the end ol it. They of 
course blamed it on the Christmas post 
but as they admitted a few others have 
not been received ether. I reman 
sceptical 

Tam sure many of your readers wil 
agree that there are lew tnngs more 
infunating than forking out £25 for a 
long-awaited game which does not load. | 
think we must not tolerate so much of 
this in the software market or more care 
would be taken before the release oft 
game. | cannot see the agin spending 
{wo years on developing a game when it 
does not load up at the end of it. An 
analogy wth some other commodity, ike 
a par of shoes would be no matter how 




































fice they looked they are not a lot of use 
without soles 
lain Ramsbottom, London 





© First the problem of the disc. 
Copy protection often works by 
relying on the disc drive to behave 
in a certain way when you ask it to 
do something extraordinary - read 
а sector that 





ап" normally be read 





DoN'T WASTE YOUR MONEY 


manufacturers change the drives. 
slightly, while stil conforming to the 
agreed specifications: maybe that 
‘sneaky copy protection routine 
doesn't work any more. 

This is what may have happened in 
Falcon's case. It just highlights the 
problems caused by lack of 
communication between the. 
software company, which 
understandably wants copy 
protection, the programmers, who 
understandably devise what they 
think are the cleverest protection 
routines possible, and the drive 
manufacturers. who change drives. 
while still sticking to standard 
specs. 

Whoever has lost your disc - the 
Royal Mail or Mirrorsoft - doesn't 
really matter now. Though it’s easy 
to say now, whenever you send 
discs back, always use registered 
post. Then if they do go astray you 
at least know who to nail 


HELP WANTED 


Please help. There is obvousy 














something very wrong with me because | 
feel no urge to зей my CBM 128 system 
and buy an Amiga! fm not fnghtened of 
progress but [m not a techno unk 


ether | bebeve it doesnt 
Computer you have, ifs what 
t that counts, and the fact 
‘Amiga 500 owner: 
draw pi 

Nothing wrong with that, | do it too 
unti there is more (and cheaper) 
Ara software then ıt wil reman 
owners. Not what need at al. 





Y wich 
do with 































ТШ 



















or suchlike. This may well be 
‘outside the specifications of the 
drive that the manufacturers have 
decided on, but if it works in 
practice then everything is OK. The 
problem comes when the 


© | wish | knew what makes u 
spend money on games too. As 
someone who used to put his paper 
round money into the Sp 

Invaders machines in the arcades | 
can say it goes beyond the 
graphics or the gameplay itself. 
Anyone who does know the answer 
will be a rich person. think 
of it, perhaps they already are, and 
they happen to head large games 


er you think of Mrs W 
speaks for a lot of people. She's 

not a politico or a rock start or a 
writer or anything. just a housewife: 
her views have become well known 
because so many share them 
though | am not one of them. As for. 
points 3, 4 and 5, you're quite right 


more cheap 


diy here wi 
grade 
have been 


Dear Reader 








Three pages this week, packed with another selection from 
‘our postbag. Got something to say? Make your voice heard in 
computing's liveliest letters page! Send your contributions to: 
Express Mail, 4 Queen Street, Bath, Avon BA1 1EJ 
PS. Sorry, NO personal replies, whether you include an SAE or 
not. We're too busy putting Express together! 


hickstart I need, ог #1 can get it, or if it 
wil run my programs. M enjoy using. 
Superscript, Superbase and GEOS. N 
enjoy writing my own programs in BASIC 
7.0 and yes, П enjoy playing games too, 
but | won't set а year od system at a 
loss just so I can play them in stereo with 
4,096 colours 

Stephen Mercer, Shaftesbury, Dorset 


FREE LOVE 

Your heh feature on computer 
problems e issue 9 was not entirely 
accurate n its comments on the Ama, 

because you were looking for 

Commercial solutions 

Атара users are fortuna 
кез без 




















excellent pubic doman 
software and shareware avaiable which 
can cure any shortcomings. To recover 
an accidentally deleted fle there's the PD 
program Undelete on Fish disk 154, 
although 1 does need two disk drives 
Diska (Fish disk 20 or the January 89 
issue of Jump Disk tor the latest version) 
usually recovers deleted fies and is much 
better than DiskDoctor for salvaging 
corrupted disks. 

There are at least halfadozen PD 
provide macro facilities, as 
s commercial products such as 
ZngXeys and Hotkey in the Gizmo 
Collection of utes. 

ARP (Amigadas Replacement Project) 
on Fish disk 123 provides an alternate 
operating system that is smaller and 
faster than AmgaDos and ncludes a 
Resident feature to keep often used 
commands in memory I you prefer to 
keep such commands on a RAM disk 
then ASDG's recoverable RAM disk on 
Fish disk 58 wil survive rebooting the 
computer. 

John Waker, Bath, Avon. 


AMIGA VIRUS 
I have just moved up to the 16b market 
wit the purchase of an Amiga A500. As 
2 computer user since 1981, | have kept 
abreast ofthe latest news and 
developments by reading mags ike NCE 
and now consider mysel fortunate 1 
pubhcty gwen to he 
d of computer vruses, and the 
various ways to combat them. | would 
proud owner o a compie 
of fected discs. 
Мел | received my Amiga, complete 
withthe Ten Star games pack, | write- 
Protected al my Ó: matter 






































course. A friend who was already an 
Amiga owner brought round his PO 
software to show me, and whist 
demonstrating SYSTEM 2, а virus kiler, 
we discovered that one of my game: 
pack discs was infected with the Byte- 
Bandit rus. 
‘have contacted the dealer who sold 
me my machine and he said they have 
only ust found out about the virus from 
the distributor of the games pack disc 
The virus is on Wiball (disc no 10). 
J very sorry for all the hundreds of 
-omputer beginners who bought the 
al offer packs at Christmas 
у not have write protected their | 














Amiga spec 
Who 














discs, and now unwittingly have 
transferred the virus to ай their 

lection. My congratulations to the 
distributors of the Ten Star games pack 
lor dong more to spread the virus han 





anyone belore them. 
M J Post, Aldershot, Hants 


FOR FRACTAL FANS 
The subject of fractals has been 
generating interest to home computer 
Users. am considering starting a small 
newsletter Fractal Report contaning 
articles on the subject. The articles wi 
be about practical programs for 
generating fractal images on specific 
home computers or on PCs, and also 
machine code routines for specifi 
microprocessors. I addon relevant 
general terest articles wil be 
Considered, together wih readers 
letters. беду, articles should be 
submitted on A4 sheets "camera ready 
dor reproduction. However, handwntten 
articles may be considered in exceptional 
Grcumstances. 

An introductory fyer and the first 

Y wil be issued free to anyone. 

interested. Anyone who submits articles 
that are accepted for publication nthe 
frst issue wl get the next fve issues 

ее of cost, f here is sufficient interest 
for the newsletter to continue. At he tme 
of wring | have already had some high 
level interest. and if any of the people 
who have enquired actualy sendin — | 
articles the newsletter should be a good 
John de Raz, West Towan House, — | 
Porthtowan, Truro, Cornwall ТРА BAX. 


A LOAD OF pos? 
{am wring about Issue 9 of your 
magazine, where on page 26 in your | 
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EXPRESS MAIL 


YOUR LETTERS! 








article called “Working out with literally allow anything at all. Do you 
Workbench” you сай the Amiga's think it right that people should be 
Operating system a "clumsy collection of | allowed to make and sell videos 
commands by the name of AmigaDos” | where willing participants are 
Granted the Amiga has to refer to the | actually killed in front of the 


disc for the information on the commands 
but that hardy slows the operating 
system down at al. 

Saying that the workbench is not a 
patch on the Mac or ST is in my opinion 
Utter nonsense, A program wil take time 
1o go into operation if t takes up a lot of 


in America? Surely you have to have 
‘some form of censorship; at least 
then you can argue where the line 
should be drawn on, for example, 
violent computer games. To a point, 
1 agree with you that adults should 


memory and if there is another Бе allowed to play violent computer 

‘application running, However, under ‘games, though | wouldn't like an 

normal conditions workbench is very anythíng-goes situation. 

effectve. ‘And | don't think Mary Whitehouse 
Until now | have found that Express and | OF anyone else particularly wants 

| share opinions in many subjects butin | their nose in your business, 


my opinion you have never written. 
anything so far from the truth. 


Jon Steadman, Banstead, Surrey. MEMORY MEMO 


[eel | have to write about the state of 
Amiga software, to be frank, ifs a real 
pain, Lam a student, езт £50 a week 
from a parttime job. | cannot afford to 
waste my money on bad, expensive 


© Well, everyone's entitled to their 
‘own opinion of course, but | find the 
Amiga's operating system sluggish 
‘compared not just to the Mac's and 
‘ST's, but also to that of the single- 
tasking, 1-colour monitor, one- 
channel one-note mono sound, no- 
blitter machine the Amstrad PCW. 
Which is not so say that CP/M is 
faster than AmigaDos, just that its. 
er... less slow. 


STOP MAKING CENSORS 
[am writing to you on the subject ot 
ensorsho. Whether бе censorship of 
TV, rado, books or computer games ~ it 
does not matter whch as | beleve 
‘censorship is bad. As soon as people try 
to tel others which to se, hear, bsten, 
thnk or do we have problems. Fn not 
saying that young chidren should not be 
protected, What | am saying is that 
Brown, mature adits should be allowed 
to play violent computer games И, when 
and how they want lo. 

The lies of Mary Whtehouse can go 

















The final straw for me was hearing, and 
reading that Dungeon Master needs 1 
and mind their own business and let meg of memory. Why? You sad n your. 
others et on with theirs. The world does. | review of the game that it was more or 
not need ‘nosey parkery and busy less a straight conversion from the ST. 
bodies’ зо! say to everyone out there o, then why the need for an extra 512k? 








who likes to interfere with other's Ives Double the Argas memory, that’s an 
"push off you whinging nerd. I you don | extra £100 odd to play a game that fits 
get your nose out of my business Mt into other machines standard 512k. К 
break i really pathetic. It makes the Amiga look 


stupid, and makes me feel sick atthe 
thought that Fi have to keep expanding 


Gary McCombie, Stonehaven, 
Kincardineshire. 


` Do we need protection? [see Stop making censors) 


| an already capable machine, just to stop 

myself being left behind. People do more 
with the Spectrum's 48h than they have 
done with the Amiga's 512k. How on 
earth Afterburner was got into a 
Spectrum with 48k II never know, so why 
mot the Amiga with Dungeon Master? 


© 1 always get suspicious when 
people say they don't believe in 
‘censorship. More often than not, 
what they mean is they don’t believe 
what they like should be censored. If 
you don't have censorship, then you 





‘Dungeon Master on Be Amga Why shoud i need 1 meg? see Memory memo] 

























































512kis a lot of memory. Programmers 
‘are getting lazy; to ask the users to 
spend extra on memory just to play а 
game is not far. The Amiga is supposed 
to be a step forward in home computing 
which surely why is fitted with some. 
fantastic custom chips, and 512k of 
memory. 

| don’t want to be forced into piracy, 
that wa make the station worse, but [m 
Sure companies can reduce ther prices 
to the same as ST software. You sad 
yourself in issue 10 that Commodore was 
the second largest computer supple 
next to BM. Surely then ths indicates a 
large enough market to alow for price 
reductons in software. | hope so. I domt 
want to have to feel | wasted £400 on a 
machine that's going to be badly 
supported. 
N Turner, Aylesbury, Bucks. 


first, which we are bound to say, is 
that pirating of software is evil and 


But if one of your friends was 
unemployed and wanted to ‘borrow’ 
your word processing software that 
they couldn afford so they could 
write job application letters (clearly 
vital), you'd be hard pushed to say 
no. Then you extend it to games 
(vital again to while away the long 
hours in the afternoon) and it 
becomes difficult to draw the line. 


t seems the real problem isnt the 
price of software so much as the 
© And of course youre right: 
there's no reason why Dungeon 
Master couldn't have been better 
‘converted forthe 512K Amiga | to bring the price of software down, 

but to improve everyone's spending 
power. Two equally glib replies to 
you would be a) if you can't afford 
the software, go and get a job and 
b) it you can't afford the software, 
the Government should get you a 
Job. Neither of those would be any 
practical help to you or anyone else 
though 


CPRO RNAS 
the unemployed to the one for 
aa 
‘money from the bank to buy a 
Dd 
software, and pay off just the. 
ccc DEN 
E etu 
With suitable software (word. 
= 
languages et al.) you could learn. 
marketable skills and make your job 
applications too, or perhaps use 
LS 
DASS 
| be able to afford any game you like. 
Unless you're a computer journalist, 
AM UB], | Semen aa 
pracy debate from a different m арра 


perspective. | am an unemployed Amiga. undi 

500 owner, who has never ether bought | PSION LANGUAGE 

ar been pen an em of peated At last a magazine for everbody. I's 

software, and кой not know where to | great But not perfect How about a 

Start acing a ресе of sofware Column for Psion organser users? 
ooking rough al he computer | Cri Birch, Sutton, North Yorkshire 

ойс моз chóng you excelent 

magazne one cannot help but be excited | 


other than laziness. Odd, because 
you'd think that in the end less 
Copies would be sold. Not everyone 
can afford the memory upgrade. 





© Sure! And 288s and Einsteins 








amd amazed by a the games of such ап Orics and Dragon 32s and PET 
quality and depth that are released at this | and Lynxes and... No, you have to 
time ofthe year As these games ate £20 | draw the line somewhere, 

30 each n some cases even more) | unfortunately. Otherwise you'd have 
ıs can become entremet expensive | columns for machines like the MSX. 
My pont is that who are out of 

work üke me} or on low incomes cannot 

help but be tempted to buy or accepta | PCW FILE: LAST WRITES 


game from a friend or commercial pirate | 
af a cheap price. I consider myself to be 
an honest person, but | would find й very 
dificult to reluse a cheap pirated copy of 
a game. 

Perhaps the law of supply and demand 
apples here. If those that cannot afford 
to buy full price software did not exist 
then the commercial pirate would not 
exist, and the hobbyist cracker could 
carry on as before without harming 
anybody. 

"n conclusion then й seems that this 
problem is a much more fundamental one. 
that айк! our society as a whole. 

A J Bremer, Great Yarmouth, Norfok 


| see there was a ресе in your news 
pages last issue about the PCW File 
International User Group, on page 6 

Tm actually head of the group, not 
David Axford as you said, and decided to 
close it down due to financial dfficultes, 
David wil continue the magazine on a 
section of the British Osbourne Owners 
Group. 

1 have enclosed details about how the 
group intends to carry on with Bob Elis 
offering free public domain software to 
anyone that wants i 
Chris Bryant, Seaton, Devon 


© к» shame the newsletter had 
to close ae i was one of the beter 
© There are a tew points here. The | fanzines around: POW owners can 
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EXPRESS MAIL 


time | am 75, as [intend to go on a world 





Chris mentions, for a minimum — | - cruse ther! 

copying fee of £2 per disc. A smaller companies releasing games | ‘Ou George’, Dariaston, West Midlands 

Sie im шее mace guetta 

had by sending a blank formatted | wou Know ed their | PET SHOP BOY 

disc to ‘Rowan’, 100 St Peters ILL f you can remember the 8K Commodore 

Close, Moreton-on-Lugg, Hereford | definition of imminent may be in | PET (e tite of which, incidentaly, 

HRA GOW. Chris assures everyone | the next fve weeks or so'rather, | iei te ved or ly тута. 

that any outstanding debts willbe | than our ‘expected at the ti PET apparently represented "Personal 

paid off in time. рарсабоп, i. in the next seven | Electronic Transactor") when i was beng | 

PCW owners can get а special | days, thus making aed sts cena coment | À 
(EN Inthe past I have ordered, by mai, databases would hold the information 

Бетон опа диен нек LI EE 

magazines, but he letters n issue 10 ribbon to a Spectrum, a PCW 9512, a — are incorrect you have litle hope of 

from Ken Hardacre, whose Commodore Sanyo РС and Panasonic printers. | have correcting them even with the Data 


PCI faled on the day of purchase, 
prompted me into action. 

Under the Sale of Goods Act 1979 
and goods sold in the course of 
business must be of merchantable 
quality. Ту is defined as being ft lor. 
"he purpose for which they were 
intended, 

Clearly, in Mr Hardacre’s case Ns 
Commodore PCI was not of 
‘merchantable quality because you 
wouldnt expect any product to fai on 
the day of purchase, provided it was 
used in accordance wih instructons. 

n cases such as this the clam rests 
with the retailer who should have 
refunded Mr Hardacre's money straight 
‘away, Of course Mr Hardacre could 
have accepted а new machine if that 
was his desire but in law he was only 
ented to a refund. 

Again the Sale of Goods Act 1979 
states that goods sold by description - 
эв all mall order goods inevitably are - 
must correspond with that description, 
ог once agan, the purchaser is entitled 
to a relund 

Your comment that the retəler may 
have many satisfied customers is to 
some extent, reasonable but future 
customers should have a right to know 
that they are running a risk in 
Purchasing an expensive item Irom this 
firm: though hopeful having lost one 
County Court case they wil be wiser in 
future, A wronged customer should not. 
have to resort to such measures to gan 
that to which he is legally entitle. 
Robert Pugh, Cardit, 5 Glamorgan 


RESTORE SOME 

Heel that W Hardacre's experiences 
wih Lan computer systems and the 
Commodore PCI were just bad luck. | 
do not know Mat details of the case but 
would ike to share my experiences with 
Your readers to balance things 





never received any goods next day as 
promised and always there has been 
some problem with the goods 
themselves 

You think this might put me off buying 
by mai order for ever;but no. Last 
October | saw Lars advert for the 
Commodore PCI. | phoned them many 
times with questions, as | dd 
Commodore. Both were very helpful and 
able to answer my questions quickly and 
му 

rang Lan on the afternoon of October 
25th and placed my order. The person 
оп the phone sad thanks for your 
order, you should receive ths 
Tomorrow. РЫ the other one, | thought 

Next morning, just after nine, sure 
enough it arrived. Since then it has been 
used five to за days a week and up to 
те hours at a tme; it works perfectly. 

1 can imagine no better value than this 
= £307.85 including VAT and postage. 
For my money | got the system unt, a 
heres montar, keyboard, MSDOS 3.2, 
GW BASIC, ABLE ONE (wordprocessor/ 
spreadsheet/ database/ graphics/ 
comms/ speling checker etc.) = worth 
499 and so easy to use. 

In the end it must be the luck of the 
draw. This tme Mr Hardacre lost and 1- 
for once - wont 
MA Newport Bal, Telford, бореле 


THE THIRD REICH MAIL 
ORDER CO. 


Referrng to issue 10 "Bring out 
Skeletons", | totaly agree with Ken 
Hardacre's letter and think you shouid 
produce an article on disreputable 
computer firms with County Court 
Judgements aganst them. 

Kyou or | had a County Court 
Judgement against us you would find t 
impossible o get credit and have 
therefore had one bad action causing 
you five years of misery. Many 


Protection Act helping you. You state 
"ust because a company has had a 
County Court judgement against it in 
‘one case doesnt mean tht al its 
dealings are suspect”, Bullshit That's 
ike saying that just because Hitler 
murdered milons of people doesnt 
mean he was not a nce person. He was 
a crue, heartless animal. I man wil 
reat one person with contempt do you 
tank they wil not do it to another, 

W's time the computer press looked 
after ts readers and not ts advertisers 
We are the people who pay everybody's 
salary n the computer industry and 
related businesses, and we demand to 
‘know who we are dealing wih. 

‘Would you buy a used car from Arthur. 
Daley? Not on your nelly! Well Done Ken. 
G Hott, Doncaster 





зо on, all at a reasonable price. We 
don't print stuff just because the 
advertisers want us to, and that 
way you can be reasonably sure of 
what you read. We're not à 
‘consumer watchdog and don't feel 
ме would be doing anything. 
particularly constructive by 
Tunning an article criticising 
specific companies for specific. 
things, other than satistying a few 
people's sense of revenge. 

‘And no, | wouldn't buy a used car 
from Arthur Daley either, because. 
he's a fictional character. 





into straightforward slanging matches. | 
was therefore amused to see thatthe 
annual Christmas rush has produced 


° Ee: Od yes, but obsolete.” see Pet 
shop boy) 


‘massive sales of the Spectrum and 
especialy the Commodore 64. The 
former is hopelessly outperformed by 
modern 165i devices, and the latter stil 
retains most ofthe original Commodore. 
Basic designed for the PET all those. 
years ago. | would like to think that these 
‘machines are seling only partly because 
"he others are too expensive, but mainly 
because an awful lot of people aren't 
interested in state-of-the-art and just want 
э machine that delivers the goods in 
terms of entertainment and value for 
money. 

Sadly, even older computer games 
‘sometimes come in for unwarranted 
criticism. In “Amiga ВИ” Jason Holborn 
took time to pick holes in Elite simply 
because it was not "innovative" 
‘compared to Starglider 11. Yet the 
gameplay of the latter is decidedly old 
hat and comprises the simplest of. 
adventure scenarios = collect various 
tems, reach a target, MI t, end of 
adventure. 

Please, why not judge gameplay as a 
priority, and consider graphical 
presentation simply in terms of how 
much (or Mte) it contributes to the 
overal atmosphere! Ater al, Elte was/is 
widely regarded as a fne game т its own 
Fight, and | don't beleve that Scrabble or 
Monopoly would be condemned simply 
because the layouts weren't innovative 
(Sorry, Waddingtons, but it's ime to 
‘move on. P) 

I wouldn't wish to imply that only old is 
beautiful; as an ST owner myself could 
hardly do that. But in the quest for 
excellence both in software and 
hardware, not everyone wants to be night 
behind the cutting edge о! technology i 
previously praiseworthy standards are to 
be disdained simply by virtue of age. Old 
is not necessarily obsolete, as | tell 
mysel every morning whist looking in the 
mirror. 








bundle of 14 back issues of PCW File 
for £13.95 - nearly 400 pages of 
information! Cheques to 11 
Havenview Rd, Seaton, Devon EX12 
2PF. 


THE HAPPY RELEASE 
| would love to complain about something 
but [m not going to - yet. Express is a 
great mag and Seems ike ACE should 
have been 

But look at ће release schedule page - 
not exactly well informed are you? 
Looking rough Acorn magazine, | fd 
кї immanent releases for he 
Archimedes (games| and even more for 
the Beeb and Electron, Most Archie 
‘owners would also buy an Acom mag so 
this is опу a minor grumble. Some extra 
 Acor/ Beeb coverage wouldn't go amiss 
though 
Andrew Мат, Neath, West Glam 


bigger. 

Prepare to be deluged by letters 
of protest from ACE readers! Fans 
will be pleased to know that the 
disgruntied software buyer on our 
cover is ACE's Andy Smith. 

ONLY AS OLD AS THE 
MACHINE YOU FEEL 

wonder if 1 am your oldest reader! 
have a twoyear old CPC6128 which Iuse 
Tor word processing and even for playing 
a few games, At the age of seventy-two | 
have become a convert to computing, 
һам never touched one n my Ме 
before. Although | am retired | stil never 
seem to have the tme to do everything | 
want on my machine. 

My next buy ий be a 1604 machin, 
and have my eye on the Мал ST (aiso 
ту great grandson s nterested а MON 

1 hope to leam programming by the 


a major breakfast cereal manufacturer 
(the machine that every housewfe has 
dreamed ol.. helps you budget, stores 
recipes, controls your home, elc et), 
and й you can remember gazing in awe 
at a TRS80 mark one in Tandy's window 
before going home to your hal soldered 
UKIOL, then youre probably as old as 1 
am (depressing, iit. 

After the argument about which was 
better, the ТЕ® 80 with ts nasty plastic 
case and cheap monitor, or the PET with 
integral dodgy cassette player and toy 
keyboard, the folowing years saw 
'endess identical arguments between 
‘owners of rival companies” equipment 
that far exceeded the feelings of, say. 
mal car owners. 

Havent things changed The 
arguments, once tarty civitsed and 
based on comparative appraisal of 
technical differences, have degenerated 


PS. The PET was better than the TRS-B0, 
Chris Osborne, Lowestot, Suffolk 


© Aui puns in computing go back 
further than the PET: in the 1950s 
Lyons, the Tea People, were the first 
business to use a computer. They 
called it Lyons Electronic Office, or 
LEO, har har. 

Despite the increasingly hi-tech and 
‘automated nature of cameras, for 
‘example, you stili can't take a better 
Picture than was possible with a pre- 
war Leica; though today’s hatchbacks 
‘are more comfortable and economical 
than the Morris 1000 was, they re no 
better for just getting from A to B; 
‘although the TVs you buy now are 
‘superior to the tiny black and white 
jobs of the sixties, the programs are 
по better. Out with Network 7! Bring 
‘back Bill and Ben! 
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SN AY | | ICON > wet, 
м pee il 900 
vet oe? CONSULTANCY. SALES. INSTALLATION Dre 
E Accor [ч 
EXPRESS 
VOUCHERS 4 


JOIN OUR FREE SOFTWARE CLUB ENTITLING 
YOU TO OVER 30?6 DISCOUNT ON ALL 
GAMES SOFTWARE 


MEMBERSHIP IS AUTOMATIC WHEN YOU PLACE YOUR FIRST ORDER 





CURRENT MEMBERSHIP OFFERS 
FO PRICES our price DRAGONS LAIR (1 MEG ONLY). 29.99 
m RICE DRAGONS LAIR + 1/2 MEG ЕХР........159.99 
ERN M 1950 OPERATION WOLF ....... 13.50 
"99... -16.50 RETURN OF THE JEDI....... 213.50 
Шаа 13.50 DUNGEON MASTER (1 MEG ONLY)......16.50 
DUNGEON MASTER + 1/2 MEG EXP...147.99 
512K UPGRADE WITH CLOCK...........134.99 


BUSINESS SOFTWARE || PAL GENLOCK (EXTERNAL) 


NOW AT 3096 OFF RRP PHONE FOR MORE OFFERS ON ALL 
PHONE FOR MORE DETAILS COMPUTERS 


ALL THESE PRICES INC VAT 
С: Commodore 
AMIGA B2000 AMIGA Packs 


£845 EX VAT AMIGA A500+ PHOTON PAINT 


ы IKARI WARRIORS MERCENARY COMP 
INC VAT 917.75 BARBARIAN INSANITY FLIGHT 
THUNDER CATS WIZBALL 
AMIGAS ART OF CHESS 


20 MEG INTERNAL DRIVE || succy soy TERRORPODS 


£321.73... TV MODULATOR 
bie vir Elek» £ 3 7 5 "c 


PHONE FOR PRICES ON ALL HARDWARE AND PERIPHERALS 
FREE DELIVERY ON ALL ORDERS 


CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO "SILICON DREAMS" 
SILICON HOUSE, 73 SOUTHPARK ROAD, WIMBLEDON, LONDON SW19 8RT 








SMART CONSUMER 





FEATURE 








How to be a smar 
consum 


Buying a computer or 
software? Everyone wants 
your money: mail order 
houses, High Street 
retailers, street traders, 
even people selling their 
Christmas presents in the 
classified ads. 
The vast majority of 
dealers are reliable and 
professional, but how do 
you avoid the cowboys? 
And what do you do when 
things go wrong? Rik 
Haynes investigates the 
dos and don'ts of computer 
consumerism... 





uying a piece of software shouid be like 
buying a record or CD: you pick what you 
want, pay your money and take your 
goodies home to enjoy. But in practice it's 
never like that. For a start, you have a choice 
between sources: should you order cheaply from 
r house you can't be sure will be there | 
've cashed your cheque, or stick with 
your High Street store, which may not know the | 
first thing about your machine? And what do you 
do when your disk doesn't work, the program is 
useless or you don't even receive what you 
ordered? Being a smart computer user isn't 
‘enough – you need to be a smart consumer too. 

Perhaps the best way to be a smart consumer is 
to find out as much as possible about the product 
before you attempt to purchase it. This means 
reading all the computer magazines which might 
review it, or include it in their "best buys’ section. 
Word of mouth can be а good guide too - maybe 
some of your friends have heard or seen what 
you're after. 

The idea is to give yourself an informed and 
unbiased opinion on the product before you're 
introduced to all the sales hype. The more you 
know about the product, the better you can judge | 
its value, weaknesses and strengths. And the 
final decision must be as to whether you really | 








want or need it, and this requires a reasonable 
‘amount of thought, especially if it's an expensive | 
item. 

Before deciding on the source of purchase, look 
around - a superior product at a more desirable | 
price might just be round the comer When | 
talking to a trader, dont be afraid to ask 
questions, even if you feel they sound stupid. 

Whenever possible, try to use the product | 
before you buy. It may say in the advert that it's | 
"easy and intuitive to use" or that it bas 
“stunning graphics” but the best judge of that | 
will be yourself. Ask for a demonstration in the | 
shop, or if possible find someone you know who | 
‘owns п. This is the acid test, and if you're 
dissatisfied with any aspect of it, then think it 
‘over before you hand over your money. 

Method of payment is also an important factor 
For instance, if you pay by credit card you not | 
only have the benefit of being able to pay the 


amount back up to a month later, but when 
Purchasing a single item costing over £100 you 
may be able to claim your money back from the 
credit card company if you have any difficulties 
with the trader. This is particularly useful if the 
trader goes out of business. On the other hand, 
some traders will give a discount if you pay by 
cash. 





M.xipte high-street retailer 


‘As computer products have evolved through the 
years, they've become more of à mainstream 
purchase like a video, Compact Disc player, etc. So 
"where better to buy a computer product than from 
your local branch of a well known multiple high: 
street retailer? But wait, computer products aren't 
that mainstream: they're complex products that 
‘manage to acquire huge amounts of information, 
thus requiring a salesperson with a high degree 
of knowledge about the subject. Surely not the 
same salesperson who also sells the washing 
machines, personal stereos and blank videos? 

Зо it's unfair to expect any great before: or after. 
sales support in the form of detailed information. 
about your purchase. What you can expect is an 
‘excellent service when returning faulty items, as 
‘multiples have to preserve a high level of 
‘customer service in order to survive. Going back 
and asking how to set tabs on your word 
Processor or how to get to level 36 on the game 
will be a waste of time, but if your disk is faulty 
they'll give you another straight off the shelf, 

Prices will normally be recommended retail 
prices - or just below - so you won't get many 
bargains either. Overall, multiples are a just fast, 
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Do you know your rights? 


"1 know my rights!" is a phrase that everyone 
resorts to at one time or another, but not many 
people actually do know the specifics of their 
rights. 

Consumer legal rights cover any goods bought 
from a trader. The term trader includes high- 
street retailer, independent retailer, street 
market retailer or mail order retailer. Goods 
Purchased in a sale are also included 

‘The law has three basic rules: — 7 
* Goods must be of “merchantable quality” 
Goods must not be broken or damaged and must 
work properly. For example, if an Amiga 
computer works perfectly, but its mouse doesn't 
move left, the goods are not of merchantable 
‘quality, With software this can be a tricky 
problem to interpret. For instance. if you buy a 
word processor which claims to be ablê to print 
letters but only prints draft quality, you could 
claim that for its price and given general 
standards of word processing software that 
was not of ‘merchantable quality , because it 
didn't do the job it was meant to do. 

* Goods must be "as described". 

Ifthe package, display sign or seller describes. 
any of the features of an item that is sold, then 
‘that item must contain those features, If you're 
told a computer comes with a joystick then the 
seller must supply a joystick, and if an accounts 
package claims to be able to do VAT then it must. 
be able to do that. 

* Goods must be "lit for any particular purpose” 
Your particular purpose must be made known to 
the seller prior to any purchase. If you tell the 
seller you want an art package that produces 
Circles, then any art package the seller provides 
should indeed produce circles. 








convenient way of purchasing computer products 
— some even have salespeople that actually know. 
a little bit about computing. If you're lucky! 


Independent retailer 
"he second type c оой — your Бош computer 
mede Ue Yalow hw = cM bd 
differentiated from the High Street chain store by 
i ach of pushing saksa and [iade et po 
ants The advantages oí shopping. m an 
р = ule ua wai he اہ‎ p Sa 
S RAE SENEN Ru vr uou Ho su 
independent Faralar who омат know st leer à 
inte bis about your particular computer, however 
осше, and its иссе rango of sofware od 
prese 
"This is the place to до И you want the latest 
SOINS гө, or PED о а ہے‎ 
or indeed’ buy your computer 
Most offer informed afer aes 
support provided by a usally 
ve knowedgeebe ам 





И there's a fault with anything you buy, you 
‘should inform the seller at once because irs the 
seller ~ not the manufacturer - who must sort 
out your complaint. 

Мапу of the three rules of the law have been 
broken you can 
* Reject the goods and get your money back. 

* Get a cash payment to make up the difference 
tmtween what you paid and the reduced value of 
the faulty goods. 

* If you both agree, you may receive a 
replacement or free repair. 

Exactly what you're entitled to depends on the 
seriousness of the fault and the speed at which 
‘you inform the seller In practice any reputable 
dealer will give you either a replacement or your 
‘money back so long as your protest is 
reasonable. 

Sometimes goods come with a guarantee. This. 
doesn't affect your legal rights but can offer 
some form of extra protection. But treat any 
‘guarantee with caution as it may not be 
‘enforceable in law. See your local consumer 
adviser if you have any queries about a 
particular guarantee. 

Flease note that the above information concern 
‘consumer's legal rights in England and Wales — 
‘Scotland and Northern Ireland may have slightly 
different regulations. For further information you 
сап obtain the following Office of Fair Trading 
leaflets (free of charge) from your local consumer 
adviser or various public libraries: 

‘How to put things right (England and Wales). 
Dear Shopper in Scotland. 
‘Dear Shopper in Northern Ireland 











enthusiastic salesperson, 

The drawback, is of course, the cost of this 
service - with product prices likely to be highest. 
Out of all the other types of outlet. Though 
sometimes if you're lucky, you can discover the 
exception that proves this rule, 


Мал order retailer 


Mail order advertisements appear frequently in 
most computer magazines, presenting a wide 
choice of hardware and software at reasonable 
Prices - quite often a lot cheaper than shop 
prices. Buying computer products by post gives 
you the chance to compare prices easily and get. 
the very best deal. 

Unfortunately despite the many legitimate mail 
order companies providing an excellent service, 
there are a few less reputable firms who'll take 
your money but won't dispatch your ordered 
goods on time, ог at ай. 

When buying goods by post, it's a good idea to: 

* Use the most recent advertisement ~ mail-order 
Companies constantly update their product range 
and prices. 

° Never send cash by post - use a cheque, postal 
order or credit card. When paying by cheque write 
your name and address on the back 

* Use recorded delivery if your order entails a 
large sum of money, 

* Include your name and address 
correspondence, 

* Keep a copy of your order and the advert. 
* Make a note of the date you send it. 

and probably most important 

* Phone the company beforehand to confirm it has 
the product in stock, that it is what you want and 
that the price is as quoted in the advert. This 
gives you a chance to weigh it up: if the company 
never answers the phone ог is permanently 
engaged you can try someone else. 

А company that's been advertising regularly for 
yours will be pretty reliable, or it wouldn't still be. 
in business. 

Goods bought through the post are covered by 
rules one and two of the consumers legal rights, 
Le. goods must be of “merchantable quality" and. 

‘as described". Also if you set a delivery date (or 
И the advert states one, such as 28 days) when 
you order the goods, and that date isn't met, you 
сап cancel your order and ask for a refund. 

For further information you can obtain the free 
Office of Fair Trading leaflet, Buying by post, from 
your local consumer adviser or many public 
libraries. 


im any 








Street market retailer 


Despite their frequent claims to the contrary, 
street market retailers are bound by consumers 
legal rights and should therefore provide one of 
the cheapest ways of purchasing a computer 
product. The trouble lies in making the average 
market trader uphold their obligations if the item 
Purchased is faulty. If they do get too many 
complaints it's easier for them to move on to 
another area than itis for a shop trader. 

‘But bargains can be found - if you're willing to 
take the risk. Although demonstrations of the 
desired software title or peripheral can be 
difficult. if not impossible ~ for obvious reasons. 
Fine for picking a few old budget games, sure, but 
if you buy a second-hand ST you have to accept 
the consequences! 


Private sate 


Purchasing computer products second-hand in a 
private sale can yield some of the best bargains 
around. As long as you do business with an 
honourable person. 

‘When purchasing goods privately - perhaps 
from а friend, or more likely from a classified 
advertisement in a computer magazine such as 
ACE or a local newspaper ~ only rule two of the 
consumer rights applies. The item sold must be 
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Case history of a Wally 


* Wally sees a mail-order advert for the Atari ST 
in an old mag he found and decides it's time to 
buy a computer, 

(The company is now in financial difficulties 
and none of the magazines will take ads from 
them any more. If Wally had read some more up- 
to-date magazines, he might have guessed this.) 
* Wally sends the cash to the mail order 
‘company using normal post. 

(Never send cash by post. Use a cheque, postal 
order or credit card. Use recorded delivery for 
large sums of money.) 

* Wally continually phones the mail order 
company from the day after the order was 
placed, 

(You must give the company a reasonable time 
to deliver the goods, such as 28 days.) 

* After three months of phoning the mail order 
Company (which now mysteriously doesn't 


answer its phone) the magazine where he saw 
the advert (which has no control over what's 
happened) and the Post Office (who deny any 

Wally 


knowledge of the cash being sen) 








decides to buy an ST elsewhere. 

‘That night Wally meets a friendly bloke in the 
local pub who just happens to have an ST for 
sale. Wally arranges to buy the ST and collects it 
from the pub on the following night. When he 
gets the ST home, it doesnt work Oddly 
enough, Wally never sees the bloke in the pub 
again. 

(Buying goods in a private sale is a tricky 

business, and if possible, you should at least try 
the product before purchase. You should 
definitely know the name and address of the 
seller) 
* Wallys third attempt at purchasing а computer 
‘goes a little more smoothly when he buys an ST 
from the local branch of a multiple high-street 
store. The trouble is he didn't bother to find out. 
what software is. and so spends many an hour 
looking at a blank screen. 

(Try to find out as much as you can about а 
product before you purchase it - read some 
Computer magazines, or talk to any computer. 
‘owning friends.) 

* Wally goes out and buys some software for the 
‘Atari, Unfortunately it's for the Atari 800XL and. 
therefore won't work on the Atari ST. 

(When purchasing software find out the exact. 

model of the computer it's supposed to be for.) 
* Wally goes back to the software seller who 
generously agrees to exchange the software for 
an ST title, Wally chooses a game and takes it 
home, doesn't like it and takes it back to the 
seller demanding a ful refund and 
compensation, A heated argument ensues with 
Wally threatening physical violence. The seller 
phones the police who then arrive and escort 
Wally from the premises 

(И you change you mind about a product you're 

not entitled to any replacement, refund or 
‘compensation. Getting angry doesn't solve a 
problem. it just helps to escalate it into a bigger 
one.) 
* Wally puts the computer on top of the 
wardrobe and buys a satellite dish, neglecting to 
Purchase the decoder needed t0 view the 
scrambled programmes. 

(What a Wally!) 





‘as described” and if it proves to be faulty, your 
rights will depend on what you and the seller said 
1o each other before purchase, with the important 
factors being what you were told about the item's 
condition and value. If you buy a siyearoid 
Spectrum described only as “a bargain" and it 
packs in shortly after you get it home, that's hard 
luck. If on the other hand someone sells you an ST 
described as "mint, as new" and it packs in you 
would be more justified in taking it back to the 
seller 

When purchasing an item through a private 
sale, it's usually better to restrict yourself to your 
local area if you can. The reasons for this are 
three-fold: you're able to inspect the item before 
purchase, you can take a fpend along to act as a 
witness (this is a distinct advantage when 
proving it really was described as you claim it 
was) and finally, you'll be able to return the item 
mote easily if it proves to be faulty. 





Watching the detectives 


Obviously there are going to be times when you 
purchase an item - whether irs the computer 
itself, a peripheral or a piece of software — and it 
proves to be in some way defective. In such cases, 
provided the fault breaks one of the three basic 
rules of consumer rights, the correct procedure for 
making a complaint is: 

* Stop using the item. 

Write down some details concerning the faulty 
iter, such as the date and place of purchase, the 
actual problem (as clearly as possible), if the item. 
is a plece of software include the model of your 





True stories 


Every computer shop assistant has their 
favourite tale o irate customers who complain 
‘about things explained on page 1 of the 
manual A few genuine examples: 


"How will I get the paint off my TV screen?" 
Customer inquiring about the Photon Paint. 
Package included in the Amiga bundle. 


“That's why the noise was so loud." 
Customer discovering that you need to use the 
lead to connect the cassette deck to the 
computer. 


"When it said double-sided disk drive I thought 
it meant you could put two disks in at the same 
time.” 

Customer returning an Atari ST with two disks 
jammed into the disk drive. 


"Sorry my son's already got this game, can 1 
exchange it for something else?” 

Customer presents the original packaged game 
and a pirated copy. 


"When it said Порру disk, [thought ! had to. 
dismantle the outer-casing.” 
‘Customer holding a demolished 3 5 inch disk. 


“Is it easy to get pirated games on it?” 
Customer questioning the credentials of the 
Commodore Amiga's software base. 











computer, etc. This information will be useful to 
you and the seller in any future dealings. 
* Inform the seller as soon as possible, 


If you order goods from a mail order company 
and they don't arrive, all you can really do is keep. 
honing and writing. Even large, reputable mail 
order places can misplace orders because of the 
sheer volume of business 


И you visit the seller: 

* Take the item back to the seller. 

* Take a receipt or proof of purchase. 

* Ask for the manager or owner. 

* Be polite, but fitm. 

* Stay calm! Getting angry doesn't help anybody. 


И you telephone the seller: 

= Write down what you want to say beforehand, 

* Have receipts, guarantees or other proof of 
purchase on hand. 

* Find out the name of the person you speak to. 

* Write down the date and time of the call, and 
what is said. 

* Be polite, but firm. 

* Stay calm! 


И you write to the seller: 

* Keep copies of any correspondence. 

* Do not use any original receipts, guarantees or 
other proof of purchase - send photocopies 
instead 

* You could use recorded delivery, to prove the 
seller received your letter 


Please note that you're not entitled to anything. 
it you: 

* Change your mind about wanting the item. 

* Examined the item when you purchased it and 
missed any obvious faults. 

> Were warned about te items faults. 

* Created any damage yourself 

* Received the item as a present (the original 
purchaser must claim) 





When the seller is part of a multiple-chain of 
shops and the local branch cannot help, try 
contacting the managing director at the head 
office. 

If any of the above attempts fail you can obtain. 
free advice from your local consumer advisers at 

* Trading Standards or Consumer Protection 





Departments which investigate false 
‘misleading descriptions or prices of goods, 

* Citizens Advice Bureau who can help with the 
‘more general aspects of consumer problems. 

As a last resort, you can sue for the refund of 
your money or for compensation in a county court. 
И your claim is for under £500 your case wil 
usually be settled by a private and informal 
arbitration hearing, with you unlikely to pay your 
opponent's legal costs even if you lose. The fee 
you pay depends on the size of your claim and 
application forms can be obtaimed from your 
‘county court office. For more details contact your 
local consumer adviser - the Citizen's Advice 
‘Bureau will be in your Yellow Pages or Thomson 
directory. @ 


or 
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APPLICATION: 








Jason Holborn, a hardened 
veteran of Amiga 
programming, tries out two 


new offerings for BASIC 
programmers 





Replacement BASIC languages were inevitable 
when the Atari ST was fust released The 
machine came with a lousy version of BASIC that. 
was slow, inflexible, had numerous bugs and was, 
Above all, a real pain to use. The Amiga, on the 
Other hand, offers an implementation that is 
everything that Atari BASIC isn’t; it's fast, fairly 
Tloxible and an absolute joy to use. Would any 
Amiga owner therefore want to buy another 
BASIC? HiSoft and ОРА Systemtechnik think so. 


ВО BASIC 


Amiga @ £79.95dk 
Hisoft @ The Old School, Greenfield, 
Bedford MK45 5DE. Tel: (0525) 718181 








Back To Basics 


SELECT... CASE construct. 
A Suaight BASIC is simple enough to produce, 
but how well does HiSoft BASIC manage to tap 
the extra power of the Amiga? Unfortunately, this. 
is an area where both fail to hit the mark. Amiga- 
‘specific commands are sparse, and it would have 
been nice to have seen full IFF support from 
‘within the package itself. However, HiSaft does 
intend to bundle an extra 
software — package — called 
Extend with all copies sold 
after the current offer has 


Why buy another BASIC? 


Features 
GFA BASIC has always been regarded as a 
Powerful BASIC, and the Amiga implementation 
certainly isnt going to change that view. 
Unfortunately, this power is gained at a price 
compatibility. GFA is quite unashamedly almost 
completely incompatible with all other BASICs 
including AmigaBASIC. While this was OK on the 
SST (most users probably didn't bother with Atari 
BASIC anyway), the situation is very different on 
the Amiga. AmigaBASIC is very usable, and many 
will regret having to forget what they ve already 
learned 

Where support for structured programming is 
‘concerned, It's hard to fault GFA. The language is 
probably better than HiSoft's product in this 
department, as it includes all constructs found in 
HiSoft BASIC and a few more besides. 

Amiga'specific commands at first seem 
extensive, until you realise that there isn’t really a 
great deal there that AmigaBASIC doesn't already 

offer. 

‘The final niggly point is 

the number of bugs that 








Eo e M er exist Using the ALERT 
A eec ИБР Са CO LN BER салама эмы actus 
Support for IPF md a whote | implementations ol BASIC youre Mey 1o | able to crash GFA every 
той at other Amiga specie | fed on any micro, so why woud you want | tme! This ism really 
=Й, to consider paying for anther BASIC wien | ceptable lor a language 
Commodore's oflerv seems to do he кё | thar 1s hoping to be seen 
pertecty adequately? as а serious development 
The Compiler The man reason fat most people would | tool 
Undoubtedly the greatest | conser puchasng another BASIC a so 


attraction for many of HiSoft 
BASIC will be the included 
compiler. How you use the 
‘compiler is up to you. You can 
either run it from the CLI, the 
Workbench or even from within 
the Editor itself 





mat they can produce 
programs, that is, programs that do not 
need to be loaded nto an interpreter 1o be 
Tun. And if that compiler happens to also 
entends the language ın some way and ıs 
faster than the existing BASIC, wel al the 
Detter. HSoft BASIC includes an excellent 


stand жол | The Compiler 

As И ncomputibüny 
wasn't enough, the worst 
is stil 10 come, as GFA 
BASIC doosm't етш 
include a compiler. A run 











Two types of output can be thet vil alow you io do ust that 
Ной is probably comple: you to do just Mal | but tnis is ASK in size, To 

THGHLGHTS beer known хо | Generated by the compiler: but what about GFA? W hasnt got a| ut ths de me 
* cludes powerlu compiler ‘Amiga owners for | stand alone or shared library | compder and А im even AmaBASIC| be full, though, GPA is 
ATIS P^ excellent | ората, Stand alone | compat. Why buy GFA in ihat case? Er, | Word on ри м tor 
а ена assembler packages | BOONE am ^ obviousiy. | you et me к cpu 
® Рау сопре wath Шемс and, more | ogame that can be run exist for the Atari version 
Anab EU, paren | to any other ener le. Dut shared rary | Alas Owns cam expect to have to wat a 
xograms wil be very much a now concept | considerable amount of time for this до arrive 

DRAWBACKS in many peoples | Prog edhe tan J rary | This of course will also mean more expense 





AmigaBASIC programmers A shared library 
program requires access to a runtime library that 
must exist within the LIBS: directory of your boot 


* Doesnt provide enough. 


minds the assembly 


probably the samo price as the interpreter itsolf. i 
language 


past pricing on the Atari s anything to go by. 


боди Se 
apna | ук | dui. Shared Црну programa do however have 

mda | the advantage of being considerably smaller than Documentation. 
tem on the Amiga | е advantage of being considerably maler 


extensively by top | stand alone programs The GFA manual comes ring-bound in a rather 











programmers” such professional looking box folder. The oniy rel aul 
is Jes San suthor ot Documentation With tha manual i the amount of information 
the smash hit | As with all HiSoft products, the manual is clearly | Prevent; quite a few pages aro less than half-full 
StarGlider 2 written and informative and an example of how a | О! text, and even what is there does tend to be 


rather sketchy at times, 








computer manual should realy be written 
Features Whether youre a complete beginner or а O © 

то descrive Hisott's | #8s0ned techie, the HiSoft BASIC manual 

eame ы Solte | contains all information you wil requie 

another C Amiga | Organised in a clear and logical manner Conclusion 

ВАС omir OOOO Зо which should you go for? HiSoft or GFA? Both 


are fı 





and fughly structured languages, and you 

could most certainly work 
comfortably with either 
Unfortunately. OFA just 
doesn't seem to quite fit 
in the Amiga market in 
the same way as i did | 


with a few extras wouldn't be doing the product 
Justice. Rather than take the safe option of 
producing a straight compiler, HiSoft hasopted to 
extend the language further, adding on a whole 
range of extra features while still managing to 
retain complete compatibility with AmigaBASIC. 
The high degree of compatibility with existing 


HIGHLIGHTS. 


GFA BASIC 


Amiga © £64.95dk 
Microdeal @ Box 68, St 





BASICs on the PC, ST and Amiga will probably be | Austell, Cornwall PL25 trenes pde 
опе of the main selling points of the product. After | 4YB. Tel: (0726) 68020 воас tigi ва 

b all, for many learning AmigaBASIC was a hard | Anyone used to using an Atari doesn't as yet possess a | 
enough task as it was - therefore why should you | ST will be no stranger to GFA compiler 
have to forget all that you've learned and start | BASIC On the ST, GFA can Нбой BASIC, on the 
fiom scratch? As well as being able to handle | probably claim to be the most other hand, has got a | 
AmigaBASIC, HiSoft BASIC will also compile | popular of all the alternative great deal going for it. It's 
QuickBASIC programs from the PC with minimal | BASICS available Many fast, highly — portable 


alterations needing to be made. 
The HiSoft BASIC language is a more up to date 
version of BASIC that lends itself well to 
structured, or modular programming as it's now | 
referred to. As well as the usual WHILE... WEND 
construct, additional structured statements | 
include the likes of DO.LOOP and the 


commercial ST packages have 
been written in the language 
because of its speed and 
‘complexity. With the release of 
‘Amiga GFA, is the product set 
to achieve the same populanty 
on the ST's rival? 


includes à compiler and 
with Extend, the soon to 
be bundled add-on library 
it is quite simply the best 
implementation of BASIC. 
yet seen on the Amiga 
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BATH COMPUTER SHACK 
YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO GO ELSEWHERE 


COMMODORE 











* * * ATARI SUPER PACK * * * 












500 £369.00 
Atari 520stfm, 1 meg drive, 22 games P x 
500. Pluxe pai 5 es £389.00 
and a joystick ONLY £349.00 | xe Желек lo £389.00 
Atari Explorer Pack £269.00 | |“ н " ра = рыны: 
i 1084 Colour Stereo Monitor £619.00 
Atari 1040stim now Aaa Ronnies pori. 2 8 
with modulator ONLY £419.00 | |S! 7 denied ue T 
Atari 1040stfm with SM124 пюашацх £900.99 
- Amiga 500, Photon Paint, modulator £389.00 





high resolution mono monitor ONLY £529.00 
Atari SH205 Hard Disc £529.00 
Atari SM124 High Res Monitor £119.00 
Atari SC1224 Colour Monitor £249.00 
Atari SLM802 Lazer Printer £1049.00 


ATARI MEGA'S AND PC'S AMSTRAD 





Commodore 1084 Colour Stereo Monitor 9,00 





Full range of PC's in stock please 









call for our best prices 

















Please call for our very best prices. Amstrad PC1640 DD Mono £669.00 

you won't be disappointed. Amstrad PC1640 SD Mono £559.00 
Amstrad PC1640 HD ECD £1099.00 
Amstrad PC1512 DD Colour £725,00 


MONITORS |... — —————— 


































Philips CM8833 £259.00 Amstrad PC1640 DD Mono, DMP4000 Printer 
Philips CM88: £299.00 Wordstar, Supercale 3.1, Accounts Master 
* NB: All prices include lead ONLY £899.00 





















PRINTERS 










Citizen 120D £159.00 | All other models available, please call for 

Panasonic KXP1081 £175.00 ||our very best prices 

Epson LX800 £199.00 | {Amstrad РРС5125 £429.00 
Star LC10 (with spare ribbon) £215.00 | Amstrad PPC512D £549.00 
SURETISIO colour £265.00 ||Amstrad PPC640S £549.00 







Amstrad PPC640D. 





3.00 













































Star LC24/10 £339.00 
Star NB24-15 (free sheetfeeder) £599.00 
* NB: All above prices include lead DISCS & BOXES 
At UNBEATABLE Prices 
10 x 3.5" DS DD Discs in Box £9.95 
25 x 3.5" DS DD Discs in Box £25.00 
ACCESSORIES 25 x 5.25" Discs £8.50 

Handycap Keyboard Cover £7.95 ||100 x 5.25" Discs £29.95 
Monitor Stand £24.95 Above Discs Certified & Guaranteed 
Mouse Mats £4.50 ||40 Cap 3.5" Lockable Box £4.99 
Monitor Master (ST Only) 00 ||во Cap 3.5" Lockable Box £7,99 
Mouse Master (ST & Amiga) 100 Cap 3.5" Lockable Box £9.99 





















All 
All Hardwa 


lude VA 
tby 





Access & Visa order: 
Mal Order addr 





SHOW ROOM 
8c Chelsea Road Units 11/12 White Hays South 
Lower Weston West Wilts Trading Estate 
Bath Westbury 


Avon Wilts 
ВА1 3DU BA13 4JT 
) FAX: (0225) 44682 EL:(0373) 858031 FAX: (0373) 8580312 





THE BEST REASON FOR BUYING AN ATARI ST 


MAIL ORDER ONLY POOLS-SYSTEM !! (TM) TRADE WELCOME 
INCORPORATING - POOLSBUSTER & POOLSPLANNER 





OTHERS CALL THEIR POOLS PROGRAMS ULTIMATE. WE CALL OURS "THE" POOLS PROGRAM. 





Pools System ¢ 
Poolsbusier in cooperation wan Pootsplanner you 








NOW AVAILABLE FOR THE COMMODORE 64 
POOLSBUSTER 64 
Simply the Ultimate Pools Programme for the C64 - includes 
“Magik Prediction" Option 
Disc £40 





APOLONIA SOFTWARE (TM) PRESENTS: COMPUSHOP 1 - THE BEST PRICES FOR ATARI ST AND AMIGA HARDWARE AND 
SOFTWARE. JUST HAVE A LOOK AT POST CHRISTMAS PACKAGES 





ATARI 1040 STFM 


£449.00 
ATARI 520 STFM SUPERPACK 
plus extra joystick, plus mouse mat 
hop | disks, plus 


arial book and basic language disi 


£349.00 





AMIGA 500 SUPERPACK 







ATARI 520 STFM (new) 1BM DRIVE 








with FREE £400 worth of Software 

plus Compushop1 Starter Kit £349.00 
ATARI 520 STFM as above 

plus Pools-System £359.00 





ystick. plus Mouse Mat. 
t. plus 15 games 
















1549.00 £380.00 

















"you (do not see it, й does not mean we ао; not have t Please callus and you wil not regret L. 





"STOP PRESS. Look 1 






Compushop 1 at 01-738-8400. (№ Р "Apolonia Software) and 
Apolonia Sofware. DPT NCE, 11 South Bank Business Centre, Unit 37 Alexandre House. 140 Battersea Park Road. London. SW11 4NB 

















How one man fought his 

way from concentration _ 

camp to multi-national: iemarka a 
Gyorgi Merghan describes | 

the remarkable life of Jack - 
Tramiel, founder of ra 
Commodore, now head of n к, 
rival Atari... be ai 





` » 








+ Jack Tramiel - the Godfather ie face is not inappropriate. Не believes in keeping it in the 
army, the Tram jurors are all set up in key postions in Arari 

















Revealing facts 


АЗИ, Tramiel has established an ersat 
This m 








ıs Ihat senor stall are at егу | Warner tell you a story 





new products at length with 












policy of neith k 
and where " y lk 
everything until t Г 








lightly prone 
Hence the ST Plus ha 
пон, with no sign of th 








nd to a lesser Р his sons did indeed all join the new 
теп ba tem i brandishing ê ix 

ew, demonstrate н "is fathers Шт, Far from 
launch э had pre 


over, The CD Ra " 
lor the frst бте at so many sh 
now regarded as one of he mare perv 
оп the journos’ calendar. 

It may all ramp up the interest in al t 
but the lengthy product trai 

hearing that another Next Bi 
the comer 





mpany. Also central to the 
the part played by 

l some 40-odd 
liowing the 






































JACK TRAMIEL 








"qm «57 [Mere there’ a will 


ey helped fil the | Jack Tramiel taks tough ike other people sweat - 
and its а toughness he applies to hs sons as well, for 

all the tak of dynastybulng. When it appeared 

'ibing rivalry would prevent the younger Tram 

from working together, father Jack fo 

solution. He changed ће wil t 

operate if they were to share in N 




























tough, 
1050 А 
ШЕ 








writs 


Business ny sex. You have to be 
it turns me on any tme | can take a ри 
thousands of dollars an sel 

think # good that | can 

it salishes my ego 


The 











nem * Like father, lke son? Sam Tramiel looks ined up to be 


aris nent bost 











are coming, so we wil become the к 













ın business: hard work 

















NEXT WEEK 
American boy makes 
Though subsequently and secretly settled, the Ary of SNR Bo 
antipathy above 1 

commercial duty 

















TV SPONTS FOOTBALL 
WEC LE MAN! 


192595 дещо una quo nj 2 төө vo nen 
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ADDRESS GAME 
GAME xz | HARLOW 
COMPUTER [x gei "M21 9PH 

POST CODE [ EE 3 yine rel 
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TENSTAR PACK|Cs Commodore 


WORTH OVER £229! 





















\ 






m 
М 95 


95 
£399 
INCLUDES 
FREE Uk 
DELIVERY 


The Amiga 500 is one of a new breed of technologically 
advanced computers, which are now emerging as the new 
Standard for home computing, based around the new Motorola 
68000 chip. The А500 has 512K RAM and a 1Mbyle double 





| FREE! ` BARBARIAN, ULT WARRIOR - by Palace 
(FREE! BARBARIAN. ULT WABRIO — 





FREE! - BUGGY BOY - by Elie 








Sided disk drive built-in. It can be connected directly to a wide 
range of monitors, or to а domestic TV set through a TV 
modulator. Designed with the user in mind, the A500 features a 


user Inendly WIMP environment and comes suppl 
mouse. And, when you buy your Amiga trom Sil 
UK's No! Amiga specialists, you will expenence an after sales 
that is second lo none, including a technical support 

nd tree newsletters and price lists Return the coupon 
ош current information pack, which will give details of 
the Silica service and the very latest Silica Amiga offers. EAOE 


PHOTON PAINT PACK 





















|| FREE - WIZBALL _ by Ocean. 








A500 Computer £399.99 
TV Modulator £24.99 
Photon Paint £69.95 
TenStar Pack £229.50 





TOTAL RRP: £724.43 
LESS DISCOUNT: £325.43 


PACK PRICE ~=: £399 


1084$ MONITOR PACK 











" || A500 Computer £399.99 
1084S Colour Monitor — £299.99 
Photon Paint £69.95 
TenStar Pack £229.50 








TOTAL RRP: £999.43 
LESS DISCOUNT: £350.43 


PACK PRICE =: £649 
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PLEASE SEND ME FREE LITERATURE ON THE AMIGA 
ммк кезк meme 
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Whats your ine? 


What's so good about m 
comms? What can you do 
with a modem that 
ordinary mortals can't? 

Peter Worlock continues Ecce ыны e deir nena 
his guide to comms Hed. 


who 


act as clearing houses of news, n 
nical inf 

you're struggling with some see 
protien 





moral support wh 
ingly intractable 











л of the sysop (the 



































ог most of us а telephone i» an obvious SOM - 
people in thus country and abroad also have анилин? Jar 
phones. There's no question about the | 2'9Amisation ro 
telephone's usefulne: mM 
Similarly, business а fax machine is another R34, Shareware Шапе 
ly useful communicator because many к= е d 
are a different ion bec vM 
omputer users are а minority of the | The content ofthe boards 





population, and modem users are very much a 
"minority among computer users Computers 
modems have a far more specialised range 


in communication. 


| Bite the bulletin 









































pages 4 
Accessing electronic bulletin boards is by far the | sysop or a contr 
most common application for modem users. As | the system — suppe 
heir name suggests, bulletin boards are the | graphics there may be a 
electronic equivalent of the school or office notice | demonstration region c 
board, or the collection of postcards in your | sisting contributed 
newsagent or local post office graphics screens; and SIG 
мө а useful and entertaining way of 
uch with other computer users. They Mave a SIG 
SIGs ме areas 
bulletin board 


I got your number CEST 


Amiga or Аан ST. 





Y you've got a modem and software, the following 
are some of the better known services you can try 
Many bulletin boards carry directories of other B85 
‘round the country and abroad so once youve 
logged onto one you can usualy find your way into 
others. 

Check your manuals for setting up your software. 
lor connection to bulletin boards but if in any doubt 
ty 8 data bits, no parity, 1 stop bit. If that doesnt 
work, experiment 












also SIGs for various p 
C, Pascal. Modula-2 
language 











omputers. 











серен average human. в 
CX e 01 399 5252 e 24hrs e v21, V22, V23, | book and im 
Vas On tha Diy buen b t 
Gnome at Home • 01 888 8894 • 24hrs 4 V23 دی‎ u. ч 
life is represented: Lonely Hearts sections, s 
viewdata T - занк 
“4 religion. flying, boating, pop music whatever you 





somebody somewhere will 





01 For Amiga « 01 377 1358 « Мови: 6pmi0am " 


Weekends: 24hrs + V21 and V23 
TABBS Amiga BBS « 0533 550893 * MonFri: 6pm- 
Sam e Sun: 24hrs • V21, V22, V23 


Downloadsasoftware 


This is the bit where you actually get s 



























Atari ST return for your on-goi 

ACS BBS = 01 591 6687 • 10pm9am * V21 and | British Тес 

23 Download ibraries of pubi 

Carshalton Atari BB ° 01 773 0408 e 24hrs « V21 | and shareware software. You can take copies 
aniV23 any that take your fancy provided your comms 
CPM sof is capable of handling the transfer (the 
CP/M User Group « 0753 868196 « 2з + V21, | process of download 

V22, V23, V22bis. This is also where a high-speed modem begins 
PC to repay your initial outlay — a 2.400 bps modem 


1061 021 444 1484 = 24hrs = V21 and V23 
Chb 1512 • 01 204 8755 • 24ħrs * V21, V22, 
V23, v22bs 


will save you a fortune in phone bills over a 300. 
етеп a 1,200 bps model, especially if you're taking 
lage programs. 


























word of warning is also due on this peint 
Although some ~ perhaps even most - sysops do 
à good job of vetting programs before putting 
them into the download libraries, viruses can lurk 
here so check out any downloaded program 

n it. I's pointless and petty to blame 
sysop if you fall victim to a virus: its your 
computer, your risk, your responsibility, 


Commercial break 
Although by far the greatest number of on-line 
services are the bullet boards, th 
handful nercial systems 
Foremost among these is Prestel, a mamn 
collection of on-line services from a host of 
information providers. Once connected to Prestel 
you can get regularly updated news bulletins, 
plus special news like City prices. travel news 
and sports resi 
Prestel is also used by a number of professional 
organisations, notably travel agents and airlines, 
во you can br 




































е for a holiday or check up on. 








—=< | 




















However, the main area of interest for computer 
users is Micronet, a subsidiary part of Preste 
dedicated to personal computers Originally an 

magazine h news, reviews and 
errelated features - Micronet has | 
ped into mu and now offers an | 
us range ws, including the | 
Chatline in which you can "talk" to other 








ibers as well as occasional celebrity guests, 
ails on subscriptions to Micronet write to 
ap Group, Durrant House, 8 Herbal Hill 

ЕСІ SEJ If you have а 1200/75 bps 
odem and viewdata software you can access a 
a ation of Micronet by dialing 021 618 
1111 then enter the ID 4444444444 (ten 4s) and 


















the password 4444. 
The major rival to. 
originally for 





icronet is Compunet, 
Commodore 8i 
ice expanded to cater for Amiga 
ST owners. Compunet offers a broadly | 
range of features as Micronet but is 
renowned for its contributed areas including 
music and graphic demos and downloadable 
software. There is also a large library of 
downloadable software for the C64, with Amiga 
and ST sections catching up steadily. For more 
information on Compunet call 01 997 2591 

A third commercial service is CIX Unlike 
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Micronet and Compunet which retain the feel of 
an on-line magazine, CIX is more like an on-line 
user group meeting. 

Instead of being split into SIGs, CIX is divided 
into conferences which callers can join. You then 
lake part in a discussion on whatever topic is 
going — maybe advanced features of the 80386 
processor, or the seemingly endless "C vs 
Modula-2" argument, or the variations and near 
clones of Unix available for the Atari ST 

CIX appears to be heavily used by industry 

jers — professional programmers, software 
Publishers, hardware designers, technical 
Journalists - so if you have a voracious appetite 

the hard-core. high-tech subjects CIX could be 
а good choice 











Bunch of MUGs 

Multi-user games have become one of the best 
reasons for going on-line. Unfortunately, they can 
be the quickest way to bankruptcy. 


The orginal was MUD - the Multi-User Dungeon 
— in which you played a hero/heroine (sex-swap 
patients welcome) in a more-or-less normal 
adventure game. What was definitely abnormal 
about MUD was that the characters you 
encountered during your travels were not 
computer-controlled but were the alter egos of 
Other real people scattered about the country 
That's the “multi-user” part of the title. 

MUD has now been joined by several 
newcomers. In addition to the adventure format, a 
common variation - typified by Compunets 









































Federation - is the trade-your-way-to-untold- 
iches-and-conquer-the-galaxy format “Again, 
your opponents are not (шешз of the 
Computers imagination but live, cunning 
conniving. ruthless people. Just like you. 

The appeal of MUOs is that they p inst 
other people which makes for a tougher and more 
realistic game. The aspect of MUGs which is 
definitely not appealing is the cost, since every 








Upload Download 
These Grectonal terms refer tothe process of mowng 
data - usualy programs but also clung messages - 
between your computer and the host Everythng 
happens wı reference tothe host system. so when you 
send something to the host youre “uploading”, 
“downloading 5 smoly rali n the other recon 
Carrier 

Not a variety of bird to be used when your modem 
breaks. А carer is part ofthe signal transmitted by а 
modem wich allows another modem to recognise that 
itis taking to one of is own and not some rate 
householder screaming "Wong number” into te 
phone 





Technobabble «e 





omms part II 








ВАВТ 
The British Approvals Board for Telecommunications 
(no relation to British Telecom) is the body responsible 
lor making sure that the gadgets dreamt up by the 
computer industry aren't gong to destroy the nation’s 
telephone network. When its salisfed it issues the 
éQupment with a sticker bearing a green Circle. 
Equipment not approved cames a red triangle. 

Unapproved kit is egal, although not m the normal 
sense of the word. The manstacturer is legally ented 
to make it, the dealer is legally entitled to зей t, and 
you are legally entitled Io own f. Is ust egal to use it 
and if you're caught ~ Your ass is history,” as Crockett 
and Tubs might express û 














Citizen 100E Printer 
Star LC10 Mono Printer 


Star LC-24/10 Printer 
Philips TV Tuner 
Quickshot ll Joystick. 


Atari Mouse 
Multiface ST 


Unit 17 


Claro Road 
Harrogate 


16 BIT CENTRE 


HG1 4AP 


Star LC-10 Colour Printer 


Cumana Disk Drive (A/ST) 


North Yorkshire 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 


Atari STFM Super Pack Inc. 
21 Games, ST Organiser, Joystick, Mouse + Manuals 


ONLY £343 


Philips 8833 Stereo Monitor 
inc. Monitor Lead 


ONLY £229 


minute you're playing, BT is racking up the 
profits. 

HEALTH WARNING: Playing MUGs can 
seriously damage your bank account. Quarterly 
phone bills of £300 to £500 are not unheard of. 


Email: the superior species? 
те now some half a dozen services offering 
of sending and receiving messages fron 
your computer, and within each of these there are 
subdivisions including electronic mal (or 
зей. telex and fax 
The telex and fax services are simple variations 
of the попою equivalents, E-mail is the 
Jette. you write it. post it via the on-line service 
mailbox 
The catch is that, once the novelty has worn of 
many e-mail subscribers may go for days without 
50 you might as well have used a 19p stamp and 
Sent it the old fashioned way 



































Charges ranging fom £3 to £13 per month 
connection charges (while you're composing and 
transmitting your missive) of around 10р per 

te, plus your normal (or abnormal) telephone 








bill If you're the recipient of e-mail messages you 
also have to pay for storage on the main system. 

But perhaps the main drawback to e-mail is tho 
fact that so few people are equipped for it and of 
those that are, a large number are computer 
industry insiders - journalists, manufacturers and 
publishers, ret 











For further information on e-mail and related 
services call the relevant suppliers (voice lines): 
One-to-One 01351 2468. 

BT Gold 0800 200700 

Datalinx 0422 70112 

Mercury 01 528 2500 

Microlink 0625 878888 





Amiga Ten Star Pack Inc. 


35 Games, Mouse, Modulator, Manuals 


ONLY £399 


Citizen 120D Printer inc. 
Lead For Amiga ST 


ONLY £139 


ALL PRICES INC. VAT AND CARRIAGE 


179.00 
209.00 
259.00 
339.00 
69.00 
9.95 
99.00 
24.00 
47.00 


16 Bit Centre 


Lancashire Fittings Science Village 





EXPRESS 
VOUCHERS 


F16 Falcon (ST) 
F16 Falcon (Amiga) 
Operation Wolf 
Thunderblade 
Double Dragon 
R-Type 
WordPerfect 

The Works 

1st Word Plus 


PERIPHERALS/ACCESSORIES SOFTWARE/UTILITIES 
£ £ 


16.45 
22.50 
13.50 
16.00 
13,50 
16.00 
175.00 
69.00 
69.00 


Telephone: 0423 526322 





SAMDALE COMPUTERS LTD 


[J we ccce: | "Better Than The Best of the Rest !" 


VOUCHERS 


TELEPHONE: 0621 - 742617 


Credit-Card Hotline 0621-742617 
RING NOW! 
OR CUT OUT AND SEND THE COUPON 


FREE Delivery in UK * Orders Despatched in 24 hrs* 


ATARI ST 


Defender ot he Crown 
Fig Serato h. 


NEW LOW PRICES ! 


Phone 0621 - 742617 FOR FREE PRICE LIST & CATALOGUE 


For a Full Price List of Games for Your Machine RING US 
NOW! or FILL IN THE COUPON stating your machine type 
and SEND IT TO US NOW! 


* 
Our unique Customer CareCard which carries Your 
Personal Customer Number and a handy 1989 Calendar 
EREE with every order! 


Orders despatched by 1st Class Post 


ALSO STOCKISTS FOR IBM PC, SPECTRUM, C64 & 
AMSTRAD GAMES 


For a Fast & Personal Service Ring Now! 


AMIGA 


NEW LOW PRICES 


Phone 0621 - 742617 FOR FREE PRICE LIST & CATALOGUE 


ROBOCOP OUT SOON ! 
RESERVE YOUR COPY NOW 


Phone 0621 - 742617 FOR FULL PRICE LIST 


RING 0621 - 742617 NOW WITH YOUR ORDER! 
Mail orders to: Samdale Computers Ltd, 1a Austral Way, Highfield Rise, Althorne, Essex. CM3 6DN. 


Software Title ‘Machine Amount 











+ 


























Total Enclosed £ 








Name 
Machine 


Address 


Postcode Tel. No 








FREE Credit Card '89 Calendar with First Order 


"Cheque or P.O. Payable to SAMDALE COMPUTERS LTD ` 
"Overseas orders add £2.00 per item” 
"WE GUARANTEE NOT TO Cash Cheques OR Debit Credit Cards Until Goods Despatched’ 
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€ The arrival of Life and 
Death at our offices this 
week did prove to inject 
a certain humour into 
what can only be 
described as a fairly 
average bunch of 
releases. The smooth- 
Scroll screeching of 
Super-Hang On came out 
tops with Hitman's 
loyalties divided 





between the kick-em-to- 
death-em-up, Dragon 
Ninja, and the total- 
everything-in- sight-em- 
up, Hybris. Needless to 
say we didn't let him 
anywhere near Life and 
Death. 














` Tube, or not turbo - ether way, even Mr Sheene анай 
would have trouble cleaning up on this polished product 





The Amiga version of the great ST transworid 
racer hits the tarmac and bids for pole-position in 
the road wars. So there's oily two wheels, but it 
shifts faster than the most souped-up Ferrari sim 
you've ever seen. At a blistering rate of 17 frames 
per second, actually. 
Ф GAMEPLAY 
There are four sections to the game - Beginner, Junior, 
Senior and Expert - represented by a total of 48 stages 
Of track situated in Africa, Asia, America and Europe 
respectively 

Bonus time at the end of each stage helps prolong the 
fun by adding another thirty seconds to the fifty you 
start out with, but the difficulty is carefully tweaked so 
youll keep coming back for more. A turbo can be cut in 
by hitting the right mouse button, and providing youre 
gong flat out this supercharges you right up to around 
200 mph. At this speed you can barely control the bike, 
never mind dodge the other riders you compete against 
A lot of the time is consequently spent buiding up your 
speed agam alter beng rammed from behind or 
spiraling headlong into roadside obstacles. Its al a race 


aganst the clock - the key is in becoming familar with 
the courses 

GRAPHICS AND SOUND 

The impression of speed, bke animation and coloured 
backgrounds are all phenomenal ~ cutting in the turbo 
devers some of the fastest screen updates yet seen on 
an Amiga. There are now three levels of scroling 
background compared to the ST version's two. Sound is 
very impressive too, beng sampled straight from the 
arcade version. Hi the tarmac and you hear the Doppler 
effect of other rider's bikes zoomeg past in stereo! 

© OTHER VERSIONS 

‘Apart from the CPC outing, which features poor sound 
and drab colour, al other versions are wel above 
average, wth the ST one coming out tops. The Amiga 
version 15 margnaly faster and noticeably smoother 
than ts 1604 cousn and of course scores much higher 
ın the aud department Thes 1s по straight conversion! 

Ф EXPRESS VERDICT 

А superior racing game which is streaks ahead of the 
Competition in terms of aude visuals, highly addictve 
and marred only by the fact that ifs possibly too dificult 
But then when dd difficulty deter anyone? 


оооо 








Andy Storer 





Dragon Ninja is a conversion of the popular Data 
East coin-op, and is another in the long line of 
martial-arts kick-em-to-death-em-ups. 

© GAMEPLAY 
Dragon Niya lets you take on the role of a streetwise 
hardman traveling trough a horizontally стом. 
cityscape wiping out any opponents that dare confront 
you 

Using a variety of kicks, punches and any weapons 
you can pick up, youll discover and fight a myriad of 
тааһа morons including shrakenthrowng Niya 
assassins, vicious guard dogs and acrobatic women 
warriors. At the end of each level youll meet a tougher 
form of scum known as a Ninja Master, whoîl require an 
extra dose of beatng up before any further progression 











AND SOUND 
Perhaps Dragon Меза most striking visual element is 
the amount of on-screen action at any one time, which 
amazingly doesnt detract from the overall speed. The 
sprites are vaned, exuberantty coloured and defined and 
expertly anmated - and are complemented by diverse 
and proficient backdrops 

Aud contans functonal soundeffects and a suitably 
oriental soundtrack assisted by а New Waveinlluenced 
drumbeat 

© OTHER VERSIONS 
Weve seen the early preproductons of the other 
versions of Dragon Niya and theyre looking very 
promising. Мете looking forward to geting our hands on 
the frished articles 











* Dori get hit by the truck 












ө EXPRESS VERDICT 
Dragon Ninja is а credible and faithful conversion of the 
firsteate сотор, Ocean's magnificent run 
ol excelent releases Ike Operation Wolf, Robocop and 
Batman, 

Certainly one of the most goodlooking and playable 
beatemups on the CPC so far, Dragon Ninja would 
make а welcome addition to any budding Nia! 


software colection. 


oooo 


Rik Haynes 


Hybris 
to the briliant coin-op Terra Crest 





and is 
imported by Gainstar, Unit 1, Rear of 7 Wellington 
Road, Sandhurst, Surrey GU17 BAW. Tel: (0252) 
877431 

€ GAMEPLAY 

Taking control of a meanmachine space fighter, your 
mission is to seek out a missing colony. Easy enough, 


` Coming up to a ground emplacement. guns blasting 
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you might think, but frst youll have to destroy a 
Multitude of alien spacecraft and ground emplacements 
all wishing to finish your mission of mercy as quickly as 
possible 

It's probably a good job that you can pick up some 
‘extra weaponry along the way, helping you to blast these 
оу in ther tracks, 
€ GRAPHICS AND SOUND 
Hybris visuals are of а high quality throughout 
comprising appealing backdrops backed up by an 
assortment of somewhat conventional, but nevertheless 
praiseworthy sprite design. 

Audio (5 also engaging, with dramatic sound spot 
effects. accompanied by an upbeat and infuratingly 
catchy soundtrack, 
© OTHER VERSIONS 
No details of any other versions of Hybris are currently 
valable. 
© EXPRESS VERDICT 
Hybris is another great release from Discovery Software 
— the maker of the excellent Sword of Sodan - and is 
defintely the most playable Amiga verbcall-scroling 
shootemup we've seen to date. Gameplay has the right 
balance between difficulty and actualy alowng 
progression through the many diferent levels. A great 
“discovery” (Youre fred again - Ed, Hybris is certainty 
worth checking out. 


0000 Rik Haynes 


GRAND PRIX CIRCUIT 


COLADE 


РС. 224954 


one 
< "And there goes the unmistakeable figure of Alain Mansel, or 
i Nigel Piquet, Murray 


After releasing Ferrari Formula One and Test 
Drive, Accolade return to the track for a mean 
turbo blast and look set to establish themselves as 
the premier PC Prixers 

Ф GAMEPLAY 

You have a range of cars at your disposal to take you 
around eight intemabonal circuits including Monaco, 
Hockenheim and Siverstone while competing against 
rine other drivers. You can choose to drive for McLaren 
Willams and Ferran and attempt to hande ter 
corresponding vehicles - A Honda Turbo, A VB Renault 
and a V12 Ferrari. Couple their performance differences 
With the five availabe skil levels and you have a degree 
of control from the almost autopilot relaxation of the 
lowest level to the hypersensitive top end, Races are 
also divided into practice laps, single races and the 
Championship Circuit, which pits you against te 
season's best competitors. The overal result is not so 
much a serious sim as a mix of fun and thrills, 

© GRAPHICS AND SOUND 

Its quie fast for а PC racing game, which is surprising 
since most rely on simulating action to a degree where 
slow screen updates are disgused by the wealth of 
detal. Here, though, colour and animation are wel 
presented and make Grand Prix Circuit look great, 
especialy in EGA mode. 

' OTHER VERSIONS 

It's due out on C64 some time soon, though we havent 
seen any advance copies 








$ EXPRESS VERDICT 
Nice to see а PC game that actualy shifts at a pace for 
once, and where youre not waing for the track ahead 
of you to unfold by the second. Whist #5 by no means a 
Grand Pra simulator, is good fun and worth a look for 
any PC owner wanting a turbocharged game to show off 
their machine's spec. 


ooo Andy Storer 


SOLDIER OF LIGHT 


ACEISOFTEK 





Amiga «£24 99dk 
Also on Spec, O64, ST 
Under development on CPC 









coin-op, which featured spectacular and original 


Visuals matched by uncompromisingly tough 
gameplay 

GAMEPLAY 

SOL в а horzonabyscrolig shootemup wih you 





controling Xan, а mtengaacic solder equipped wih 
exoskeleton armour and jet boots, sent out to destroy al 
меп forces n the galaxy 

You first decide which planet you want to clean up 
next Then its down to business blasting anything th 
moves, ranging from the standard aben foot solder to a 
huge Gnosaurthe creature. Luckily youl fnd extra 
armaments pods along the way which increase your 
firepower when collected. And yout need ет 
GRAPHICS AND SOUND 

The most stunning feature of SOL is its fantasti 
backdrops. which are not only beautifully drawn but also 
expertly coloured. They add great to the atmosp 
ol the game and present an accurate rrpresson of the 
inoo’s graphics. Sprites are also nicely defined, being 
both varied in design and size. 

udo is lar less impressive, wth only tolerable sound. 
effects uplifted to a smal degree by the funky 
soundtrack - although even this gets ertatng after a 
woe 

OTHER VERSIONS. 

Spectrum SOL was the frst version ta be released, back 
in Spring '88, and is a reasonable conversion. The C64 
version is а quite playable, wih inving audovisuals 
slightly marred by the kmited play area. ST SOL has very 
disappointing audo quality, but contains identical visuals 
to the Amiga version. No release date has been set for 
the CPC version 

EXPRESS VERDICT 

SOL is quite a decent shootemup with bright, colourful 
and attractive visuals underining a reasonable blast. A 
sight criticism can be levied at the fact that SOL 
contains less taxing gameplay than the сотор parent 
thus casting а doubt over its lasting interest. A touch 
overpriced, but stil worth a look 


ооо 






































Rik Haynes 





HOSTAGES 


FOGRAMES 





` just about to start dodging the searchights and salvos 
Infogrames’ latest PC release sees anti-terrorism 
making its way to the micro as you command an 
elite French SAS squad in а bid to storm an 
embassy and rescue captives. 

© GAMEPLAY 

You have to place three marksmen at sale vantage 
ponts around an embassy in preparation for a further 
Three to be sent in by helicopter. Guiding them by 
Joystick, you dodge the terrorist searchights and 
machine gun fire as they scan the perimeter. Once in 
place, you fick to a snipers eye view of the Embassy 
windows and attempt to take out the occasional figure 
you might sight behind the glass. You then take the role 
of the chopper squad and abseil down and through a 
window 

псе inside you view proceedings кот behind the 
огйе of a machine-gun. A small map indicates your 
position and that of any one of the 14 terrorists in the 
їй From then on in i's down to moving from room. 
to room and attempting to cut in half anyone you come 
across before they do the same to you, As the 
opposition are pretty hat on the ammo ioo, youll be 
switching to your second and third backups to flush out 
a floors and find and rescue the hostages. 

GRAPHICS AND SOUND 

The graphics arent bad for a PC running VGA, with 
windowed foregrounds ol animated action overlad on 
detaled backgrounds. Inside the Embassy relatively fast 
Screen updates have the effect of compounding the 
tension. Sound effects feature gunfire and the groans of 
‘dying men - what else would you expect from a game 
that deals with a death squad going about its everyday 
business? 

© OTHER VERSIONS 

Both the ST and Amiga versions look and sound great 
and are streets ahead of this PC release, but then that's 
опу to be expected 

Ф EXPRESS VERDICT 

Quite з good outing in the PC shootout stakes, though 
maybe a ittie dubious in the contents department, Worth 
a look d you want to feel the sharp end of law 
enforcement cut with tension and what we can опу 
assume to be an element of edgy realism. 


ооо 
MINI GOL! 


MAG 




















Andy Storer 





SREMLIN 


эт. 
Also on O64, Amiga. 


Mini бой is yet another golf game, this time 
brought to us by German-based Magic Bytes and 
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:RTAINMENT 
Бан 
| е ol kidney stones or | _ Ado is the worst aspect ol he game, without a singe 
met wth a popup | абзе grunt, groan or scream to be heard anywhere 
you of бе success | болес are resrcied to мае а sounds wich 
woud be better off m a suring simulator (What, another 
OTHER VERSIONS 
Code Masters ready has the budget te International 
by Simulator fr fe Spectrum, C64 and CPC, but 
| Ama and PC versions ol ARS are unlkely at the present 
© EXPRESS VERDICT 
Code Masters preoccupation wth “simulator” games 
can get ting at tines. What about programming à 
| e" proper simulator, guys? SW, rugby fans wanting 0 
} © GRAPHICS AND SOUND recreate Der favours sport on the ST wil prose 
| distributed in this country by Gremlin ned oo Rik Haynes 
| € GAMEPLAY фен peed too = x 
| yng ey, сооз Te ган ange b p ка ts A QUESTION OI | 
fict De bl around e many crac © OTHER VER 
| an opioa fo Hew he cune Yo ا‎ as N Trapa 
© GRAPHICS AND SOUND 2. dre. Game M t 
Мабош woud Rave N 1 realy moressie cer Er E zh 
to make this game stand up. It's ur nate that they ~ r е - 
ate, in fact, boring run-okthe-mil incarnat and are EI 
terii below the standard se by Acce : 
Leaderboard 
matched by p аму soundeftects 4 4 
© OTHER VERSION: "m Y 
to the ST version, abet wih mal. morovemerts ч 
© EXPRESS VERDICT 
| popu "от enraordnaryf ойу ven] 
— REEEMAARKABLE! The most popular TV sports 
oo Pm quiz ever, watched by 19 million viewers each 
week maker it to the томо. Is Wit a) a 
AND NEA reflection on the appaling competition, b| a 
D Tefiecion on the British public or c) a measure of 
| David Coleman's role as a screen god of te 
eighties? 
| S GAMEPLAY 
| sports trivia, You can play against. 
mer player or wih tee payers per 
z questions from the peture board, mystery personaly, 
+ Wa тайны pote marsten in cuarta | Pom and тиу Mat happens ont d QUA TID - C 
the pich h n facta ктер. Rame follows exactly the same format as the series. | 
o pits AY BOR Re LAS PUDE 
No prizes for guessing what type of game ше oy эти нр б соты answers, Running 
1 Advanced Rugby Simulator is. ther team for one point. And...er.. well, that's it (fiddles 
ө GAMEPLAY wasa 
wes the standard r( И the ХоЗГ Чуге | e GRAPHICS AND SOUND. 
l ma iret mode mona бн pics oí Pe 





with the coloured surrounds of medium res 
tes are quick enough, but as with most quiz 
s are uninspiring. Sound is confined 
ously insidious jngles and music of the TV 










* Sofware Toohworks inject new humour into operating manuais 





OTHER VERSIONS 
he C64 м 


The purveyors ot Chessmaster 2000 certainly 
enjoy a good foray into the more esoteric realms 
of gaming and strategy. Life and Death finds you in 
the role of a surgeon asked to perform а number 
of operations. 

© GAMEPLA 

After signing on as a doctor, your first job i 
тоот to room diagnosing patients’ condi 
them are suffering from abdominal pains of some к 
With your mouse you prod various areas of thei 
stomachs and are met with groans and yelps 
'egister pain. You t 

operate, administer m 





п the graphics and sound 

by handdrawn 
ns, and leaves the Spectrum's mostly 
ognisable efforts lurking somewhere in а blurred 











EXPRESS VERDICT 
MAARKABLE! Possibly the most sporting aspect. 
the game would be to give it away to someone else 
meone you dont Ike. Otherwise ifs а 
f waiting for another round of questions to 
k "What Happens Next" 















Andy Storer gar 
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MASTERTRONZC 


Nobody does it better! 


Programmers, don't be duped by other companies claims - when it 
comes down to publishing budget software there's really only one choice. 
Fact: Mastertronic has the largest market share n the UK software industry. 


Fact: Mastertronic has over 1500 outlets n the UK alone, including high street 
stores and supermarket chains, more than any other software house 


Reptilia Design requires programmers to work 
freelance on 7ВО, 6510 and 68000. We are also 
looking for talented graphic artists and musicians. If 
you think you are talented enough to convert a game 
from one format to another then write with examples 

of your work to: 
















Reptilia Design, 
Unit 27, 33 Noble Square, 
Basildon, 5513 1LT 








Fact: Mastertronic has extensive dstnbution in Europe and ts own company 
Inthe USA 

Fact: Mastertronic i part ol the Virgin Group - one of the worlds той successul 
entertainment companies 

Fact: Mastertronic i looking for good quality, orignal C64, Spectrum. Amstrad 
CPC, Atari ST, Amiga and IBM PC games 

M you thnk you can meet our standards send a copy ol, 
your game with -— 

Instructions to: 
THEMAGIC 
POST BOX. 
Mastertroni 

14 Vernon Yard. 
Portobello Road 
London WII 20%. 



















For Further Details phone lan or Mick 
between 12pm and 7pm on (0268) 590571 





n 1 

{ Anew software label setting new standards їп j 

|, Computer Gaming requires CODERS and | 

! GRAPHIC ARTISTS [or ihe AMIGA, ATARI ST 

! and PC MACHINES. capable of producing the ! 

! BEST the Medium has to offer ! 
| 





If you think you've got what it takes, contact 
ADRIAN TURNER at 
ACTUAL SCREENSHOTS 
immediately on 
(01) 533 2918 
or send C.V.'s and DEMOS to: 
UNIT 7D, KING'S YARD, CARPENTERS ROAD, 
LONDON, E15 2HD 





Systems Programmers 


Locomotive Software - the creators of LocoScript for the Amstrad PCW, Mallard BASIC and 
BASIC 2 - are expanding. We need systems programmers to work on the design and 
development of future MSDOS, OS/2 and Presentation Manager products. 

















We're looking for people with a good degree, from a good university, preferably with a 
significant computer content. Ideally you will have some experience of developing PC 
software - either as a hobby or as part of your job since leaving university. 








You will work at our offices in the centre of Dorking, Surrey, where we have a powerful 
network of 286-based PCs. We provide unlimited coffee and clean air (as smoking is not 
allowed.) The working hours are flexible, based on a 35 hour week. 












We offer an initial salary of £10,000 to £15,000 depending on experience. We see our future 
success depending on the quality of our products, which in turn depends on an experienced 
and professional development team. And so we see it as important that we offer an 
environment where technical achievement is rewarded. 








Ifyou are interested, please send your detailed CV to Howard Fisher at 


LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE 


Allen Court 
Dorking 
Surrey, RH4 1YL 
Tel: (0306) 740606 


































The 


ode Computers аге 
53,000 vacancies E verywhere / 


Forecast 
Compune The Computer 
S sait industry 


“chronic” shortage of 


skilled computer staff. At / 
present it is estimated that 
there are 16,000 vacancies ° 


for development staff and a 
growing shortage of systems 
programmers. 

And The National 
Computing Centre predicts 
that by 1991 this could well 
rise to 53,000. 

The low level of attention 
totraining has been suggested 
as the main cause for this. 


The 










The electronic office is now with us. Everywhere you look 
computers are taking over. 





Solution I In the secretary's office, in the accounts department, in the 
L] sales department and in the design office— just about 
everywhere 
Computeach It's bad news for those who don't have any experience in 


computers. 


Student Wins But it's very good news for those with the right training. 
H In fact, by 1991 it's predicted that there could be 53,000 
National Award 1 unfilled vacancies in the computer industry. 
De: x So don't get left behind or worse left out! 
Keith Burbanks, aged 26, | Get the experience that will get you one of those 53,000 
has recently won the interesting, well paid jobs in computers, with a Computeach 
National Computing distance learning course 


сана Весов отии lor | Ring Stourbridge (0584) 378005 (24hr service) now or send 
the best performance in this the coupon to 


year’s City & Guilds 
examinations. 


Keith, who i awe Computeach International Limited, Freepost, Stourbridge, л 
ai is мро BOW a el West Midlands, DY8 7BR. (no stamp required) 

pal compute prerane, Please send me detalls of your computer training courses 

becoming a Computeach 

student, is just one of 

hundreds of young people 1 Address 

that Computeach 

International are training to | = — — 


Name (Mr/MrsiMiss) _ 


















meet the national shortage | Postcode. _ Tel. NO. _ 
of skilled computer staff. 





Present Occupation 








New Computer Express 


SOFTWARE aoe EXCLUSIVE 


THE RELEASE SCHEDU 


AMIGA ATARIST COMMODORE 64/128 





IBM & COMPATIBLES. SPECTRUM 


AMSTRAD CPC 





ARCHIMEDES 


MACINTOSH 
BBC 
Msx AMSTRAD PCW 










Out Now = Released within the last month Imminent = Expected at time of publication 


The Release Schedule is a ıd forthcon 
adjusted weekly. Pleas npiled by Soft 





е expected rel 
Services, a departme: 





se dates and will be 
Inter-Mediates Ltd. 
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12 SANDPIPER CLOSE, 
36a Osborne St, Access 
Colchester, 

Essex. 
(RETAIL) 





Amaya 9" 
В 

















Footbal Decr 1 





SOFTSELL 


LONGRIDGE PARK, COLCHESTER, ESSEX. CO4 3GE 





We will match any Software price 
advertised by another company 
providing the advert is a current issue 
and not a special offer. Please state 
the magazine and company concerned 








HARDWARE 


STEM wi 








1 Meg D 











£749.95 





with 21 Ga £449.95 
with Sc. £749.95 
Atan S £299.95 











TITLE Comp 





Address. 








Tel No: 

















Total Cost €: 























Cheques & Postal Orders 
Overseas £1.50 per item. Shop prices may 
off R.R.P. on most listed 





vary, but personal callers 
items on production of this advert. 








payable to SOFTSELLERS. Post & Packing Free in U.K. 
can claim approx 10% discount 
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BARCLAYCARD 















| We Accept 
EXPRESS 


VOUCHERS 










5a Dogs Head St, 
Ipswich, 
Suffolk. 
(RETAIL) 





























NCE JAN 
























































ЛАТА ST and C amrga 

















Sixteen Bit Superdeals from the Sixteen Bit Specialists! 
520 STFM Super Pack Amiga А500 Game Pack 
£349.00 £389.00 


Super Pack includes Games Pack inches: 


2N Keyboard wih Buat 1 Megabyte d 




















©өю о 
£278.00 ne NEW! AMIGA 1 MEG! 
509.0 























10405ТЕМ Super Pack 



























£449.00 ELE : 
As above but wi Tw AMIGA 1 MEG« 
ТЕТРИ Business Pack £529.00 
£439.00 





MONITORS 























CREDIT CARD ORDERLINE 7 0908 78008 (9am - 6pm) 
We've moved to larger premises - Callers most welcome! 


DIGICOM 
Unit 36, Wharf: Fenny Stratford, MILTON KEYNES MK2 2AZ 





Telephone 0525 853333 
24 Hour Orderline 


DISK BOXES 








(We Accept 
VOUCHERS 





ОРОО 295 
омввАнрер 01505 100% Certified + Lifetime Guarantee, including = ч 
Sleeves, Labels + WP Tabs. NO HIDDEN EXTRAS | Droso 695 
КИЛИ E 0. 0005 495 
LM eth aereos nors ГА NAT INCLUDED? |w 69 
EDS UU Ant-Static including Index Dividers 
E ON | Te Order Telephone: 
FREE CARRIAGE ON LABELS 
ALL ORDERS OVER | 0525 853333 


£10.00 











SISIDE PLUS DPO80 E ALL PRODUCTS. 
135TPI DISK ВОХ LELE э CARRY OUR NO 
£22.00 QUIBBLE 
REPLACEMENT 
FOR LIFE HEAD CLEANING KITS- 
GUARANTE Sis + Fluid £2.50, 31/2 + Fluid £3.50. 


















£40.00 

















£7500 | £80.00 























we also supply Ribbons, Listing Paper, IBM printer 
BRANDED DISKS, TOP BRANDS, BEST PRICES, SHIPPED TODAY cables from £7.95 and much more 


tain 0525 853333 (10 lines), Fax 0525 850485. Datapro 
зм DYSAN VERBATIM 3" AMSOFT reet Legion Busser Bede LU? TEC 


Add Add 
595 495 



















































































Up and gunning 





THE RUNNING MAN 
= GRANDSLAM 

A bein wh the up a 

video release 

Schwarzenegger c 


and Fal 
and tit, 6 fippers and n 
> As а special final bonus screen there's also a 
идей. For аот 














avaiable on al 
shows off the best 

















NEUROMANCER INTERPLAY 
Fresh trom release on the C64 comes the scifi RPG. 


CAPITAN TIZE PSYOLAPSE Amiga version of Bil Gibson's Cyberpunk tour de 
force, Although the Amiga's spec could have just 
8 Runner 





THUNDERBIRDS GRANDSLAM 


Brains, Lady Penelope and Атаба is ths mutane 











since the medium of Cyber 
а great opportunity to sho 
chips yet further. Hopefully the Devo mus 





archenemy. Your а 
engency siu 
оп the way out 





ELITE 
fter the great conversion ol the original to the ST, comes the sequel, which comprises the other ten levels ol 
the arcade fave, A tortuous Газ} аз! through surreal sc landscapes, Space Harner 2 shits at speeds not far 
ofits fabulous coin-op parent. Out on the Amiga too this mme. 




















/f'HiSoft BASIC for the Amiga 


iSoft BASIC was first released. 

on the Atari ST where it proved 
immensely popular bacause of its 
speed and ease of use. Now we have 
ported the system to the Amiga so 
that even more people can experience 
the excitement of this super-fast, 
compiled language. 
HiSoft BASIC is a fully-integrated 
compiler and editor that makes it 
beautifully easy to convert all your 
AmigaBASIC programs into fast- 
running machine code; їп fact, HiSoft 
BASIC ís so simple and quick to use 
that you will soon find that you no 
longer need the AmigaBASIC 
interpreter at all, you can do everything 
you want with HiSoft BASIC. 
Full support of the Amiga is included 
as standard with extensive window, 
screen and graphics commands. In 
the same way as the interpreter, Amiga 
libraries can also be accessed as if 
they were built-in statements allowing 
complete machine access. 
HiSoft BASIC includes full MENU 
support, with event trapping and 
powerful sprite routines, using the 
OBJECT keywords, 
Compiled programs can execute in 
their own window(s) or use the CLI 
window for minimum size. CLI-type 
programa; may be easily written and 
made resident since they are fully re- 
entrant. 
For larger programs and for those with 
strong editor preferences we also 
supply an editor-less compiler for 

tional disk-to-disk compilation 
methods. 








variables, arrays as parameters, 


floats and strings of any size, 





V Stypesof variable, integers, long integers, single- and double-precision 


* no limits; no program size limit and no variable size limits, 

¥ interactive environment; invoke the compiler from the easy-to-use 
Intuition editor and all errors will be reported, in English, givingyou the 
option to go straight back to the editor for correction or to carry on 
compiling. You can run your program from the editor so it's just like 
using an interpreter - but faster! 





ABS AND APPEND AREA 
BAR BASE BEEP ВМ 
CALLS CASE СОВЫ СНАМ 
CLEAR Саб CLOSE CLS 
COMMON CONST COS CSNG 
cvs CVSIEEE DATA DATES 
DEFINT DERNG DEFSNG  DEFSTR 
ELSEIF ЕМ EOF EOV 
EXT EXP FEXISTS FIELD 
FUNCTION GET GOSUB GOTO 
INKEY$ INPUT INPUT$ — INSTR 
LEFT$ LEN LET LIBRARY 
LOF 106 LOGIO 1052 
MENU MDS мкр — MKDIR 
MOD э MOUSE NAME “NEXT 
ON OPEN ОРТОН OR 
PCIRCLE PEEK РЕЕКВ — PEEKL 
POKEB РОК. — POKEW POS 
PUT RANDOM | RANDOMIZE 
REPEAT RESET RESTORE RESUME 
RSET RUN SADO SAY 
SHARED SIN SLEEP — SOUND 
STEP STCK — STOP — STR$ 
SYSTAB SYSTEM ТАВ TAN 
TRANSLATES TROFF ТАОМ 
VAL VARPTR VARPTRS WAIT 


WINDOW WRITE XOR 


AREAFILL AS ASC ATN 
BLOND BREAK  BSAVE САЦ. 
СНОА — CHR$ СМ CIRCLE 
COLLISION COLOR COMMANDS 
CSRUN CVD си си. 
DECLARE DECR [ГЕР DEFDBL 
DM Do ELLIPSE ELSE 
ERASE ERL ERR ERROR 
FLES РХ FOR FRE 
HEX Р IMP INCR 
INT KILL LBOUND LCASES 
UNE loc LOCAL LOCATE 
LOOP — LPOS РАМТ  LSET 
MK МКІЕЕЕ MS MKSS 
NOT OBJECT xx OCT$ — OFF 
OUTPUT PAINT — PALETTE PATTERN 
PEEKW PELLIPSE POINT РОКЕ 
PRESET PRINT — PSET РТАВ 
READ — REDM РЕМ — REMAINDER 
RETURN RIGHTS — RMOIR АМО 
SCREEN SCROLL SELECT SGN 
SPACES SPC SOR STATIC 
STRIG STRINGS SUB SWAP 
THEN ТМ; TIMER ТО 
UBOUND UCASE$ UNTIL USING 
WAVE МЕМО WHILE WIDTH 


HiSof BASIC - Reserved Words 


HiSoft BASIC is а no-limits 1 
string variables may be up to 16Mbytes 
in length and there are no limits on 
array sizes either (subject to available 
memory). Code generated is fully 
68010/020/030 compatible. 

‘Compiled programs have no run-time 
overhead; all compiled programs share 
an Amiga library. which may be 
distributed with programs without 
charge. Compiled programs multi- 
task, of course, and as they all share 


* Compatible with Microsoft QuickBASIC З on the PC, Atari ST BASIC, 


AmigaBASIC and most other BASICs, 


V Full structured programming with long IFs, multi-line functions, sub- 
programs, CASE, REPEAT, DO etc., 


¥ optional line numbers, lots of compiler and run-time options allowing 
tremendous flexibility both at compile & execution time, 


< full recursion in sub-programs and functions plus local and global 





the same library. memory usage and 
disk space is kept to a minimum. There 
1s also an option to produce completely 
stand-alone programs which include 
only ав much of the library as they 
need. 


HiSoft BASIC - now BASIC 
programming on the Amiga 
has come of age. 


[Introductory Offer — | 
| misoft BASIC for the Amiga complete 
| with AmigaBASIC Inside & Out book by | 
ne + e 599795 279.9 | 
hu afr made Jor эч he rst 1000 copo soid 
| Special Offers - Amiga | 
| вой Devpac Version 1846511 5 00 | 
| Power Windows 2.5 250001] 
TEA Plus editor etc. £50.00 
| A«L Modula-2 compiler £99.00 | 
1 Amiga Software 1 
| HiSoft Derpac Amiga Version 2259.95 | 
Aztec C Professional £129.00 
| Aztec C Source Code Debugger £79.00 | 
| Atari ST Software | 
| нїбоїї DevpecST Version 2 £59.95 | 
| EiSoft Basic sT £79.95 | 
HiSoft Power BASIC ST £49.05 
| TurboST - the software blitter £39.95 | 
| Hisoft WERCS resource editor £29.95 | 


< power features like: include symbolic debug, exploit maths co-processors | ME pd er = | 
and much тоге. == Hoi 
HiSoft BASIC - Some Features | Aztec С Source Code Debugger £79.00 | 

Quite Simply - the fastest, most powerful BASIC for your Amiga perra (re = 








The Old School, Greenfield, Bedford МК45 5DE 


Tel: (0525) 718181 Fax: (0525) 713716 


All prices include VAT. We accept Access & Visa and despatch by First Class Post. 














New records 
| am looking into computerising the 
membership records of a club of 
Which I am secretary. 

One area that concerns me is the 
Data Protection Act. Can you advise 
me where | might find details of the 
Actis requirements, and what | must 
do if | start putting peoples names 
and addresses in a computer. 





1 have a Sanyo МРС 100 MSX 
computer and an Amstrad DMP 2000. 
printer. | bought a copy of Anglosofts 
Printi-Press on cassette some 
months ago and [ve so far been 
unable to transfer the characters 


should write to Tech 





MSXtra 
drive 


May | congratulate 
you 

excellent 
magazine before | 


on an 

















JB Cherry, Coaipit Heath, Avon 
* The Data Protechon Act specifically programs ото 
exempts data held by clubs prowded that 

the club is not being run as а commercial 
business. So putting names, addresses 
and other clubrelated information on 
computer does not regure you to 
register under the Act. 

f you want further details try your loca 











RJ Bret 





pen to the 
softwar 








from the Designer 


program for printing. Suggestions? 
Portsmouth 
> fm afraid Tl have to throw this one 
MSX frater 
d wa puna 
Any MSXownng read 
have any help to offer 


ог Compiler 
the Manuscript 





1 am 
another MSX owner who purchased a 
-NC HC10 a few months ago. 

How does one attach a microdrive 
to the MSX? How much do they cost, 
where can } get one? And is it 
possible to use it for filing, financial 
Planning and a keyboard instructor? 


P A Gray, Carisle, Cumbria. 




















Having just read your cover feature on ifunating problems, | 
find myself infuriated. | think that you have gwen a bad 
Solution to а very minor problem. | am talking about the 
“Working out with Workbench” piece of your feature. The 
solution you give is far from ideal for several reasons: frsty, 
аз you state, this wil rapidly lead to a hall megabyte user 
running short of memory space: secondy, It is messy and 
time consuming. The more so if the c directory has had useful 
PD commands added. The solution | recommend з as flows. 

Purchase a PD disk containing a crunch utity, and crunch 
ай large and wirequentivused fles (Preferences is a good 
Candidate lor starters), Then you wil have 2030 per cent 
тоге disk space, Delete all printer drivers and keymaps that 
are not used (more disk savings). 

Enter the СИ and type: 
Ed d s/Commanós. 

Create the folowing fle 
Echo “*NCopying commands to RAM: ^N" 
Path RAM 
Copy SYS.c/copy to RAM: 
Copy SYSc/cd to RAM: 
Copy SYS:c/ delete to RAM: 
Copy SYS:c/type to RANE 
Copy SYS/di to RAM: 
Copy SYSic/ist to RAM. 
Ask “"NCopy ED to RAM: yn 
тт 

Copy SYSc/ed to RAM: 

he 


Echo °° NED not copied” 
ndi 


TNs Ме can contain any commands that you choose. The 
PATH command causes the Amiga to search the RAM device 
before searching the c directory-and mimeing the amount of 
RAM used up. This fle also gives you the option of copyn 

оп the screen editor, you can type y or n as soon 
command prints the "Copy Commands to RAM 
On entering the CLI you ony need to type ‘Execute 
Commands" to invoke this batch fie as Execute looks for 
script fles in the s directory. (This cuts down the tme taken 
lor the Amiga to give a directory of the disks root by cutting 
thel amount of fles in the root.) 

1 would recommend that Wo 1.2 users obtain copies of the 
folowing PD packages: 1 GOW, 2. Cowan, 3 
RunBackGround, 4, either DMouse ore PopCLI, 5. Crunch, 6 
A function keys editor. 

My startup sequence is as follows, and minimises startup 
time by not doing any copying (apart trom the Ram RAM disk 
оп) 

The CLI is accessed by holding the Left Amigs and ESC 
keys (DMousel 
Gort 














Path RAM: 
Falat 30 
Conman < q + 
RunBackGround 5 df c/FuncKey dfó-s/Func Key 
(Mouse -a2 5120 2 
Copy RAMGis info to RAW desk ino 
Load 
Б. ni 
IF readers are likely to have difficulties obtaining these 





PS Amiga Assistance 


packages or instaling them, | am wang to give copies to 
‘anyone who sends me a disk and adequate return postage. 
The dsk Contains al the relevant test fies for he PD 
programs contained within it, which can then be removed to 
another disk, treeng further disk space. | have also рл on 2 
Virus hilers, а bootblock wewing utity and э funtion key 
editor. | wil do this free of charge as a service 10 all Amiga 
Owners who need that Hte bt of help geting to grips with the 
Amiga's DOS, and OS come to that 

The address ıs: 
Greg D Hewitt-Long, 111 Marston Rd, Stafford, 
Staffordshire 5716 387. 

PS. Ths system may be used to set up a RAD: dsk in Wb 
1.3 as folows 

Startup Sequence 
Mount RAD: 
Mount NesCON 




























Resident с Copy Pure 
Resident c Execute Pure 
Ask "` Nañiake RAD: l/l" 
flam 

Bse 


Echo ““NRAD: not naive” 
Ба 


Path RAD: 

Path RAM: 
‘Syston Fasten 
Run SNL бедел 
FNL O 
Mahadir Ram T 
MakeDr Ram Em 

Ani T. Ram T 

‘sign ENV: Ramat 

Path зубе sys system зух s ADD 
Resident CL Shel. Seg SYSTEM Pure 

Laadi 


Г 
s/RADSet 

Syi-Srstem/FORMAT DRIVE RAD: NAME "RAD Disk” НОСОМ. 

сору Shel info to RAD: 

copy c/cd to RAD: 

copy c/copy to RAD: 

сору c/delete to RAD: 

copy суре to RAD: 

оу c/ór to RAD: 

copy cst RAD: 

copy саю RAD: 
This does, of course, assume that RAD: in included m your 
mountist. 

Final here s a tp hat | have not seen printed anywhere. 

Everyone knows about CUO to halt a batch fle. Ths has a 
low prority interrupt that stops the execution after the current 
command has been finished, but CH has а higher priority 
interrupt that wil halt a command in its tracks. This is usetul 
if, say, you have just asked for something like "DR c which 
сап take qute a few seconds to complete. I it was a mistake 
try a СНС to end the drectory. | have not tried this during a 
write to disk, as | dort thank i is such a good idea - it may 
Anacher the disk (aate possible, knowing how temperamental 
Amiga DOS isl. 















* Again | have to own up to a lack of 
expertise п matters MSX. However, by 
microdrive" | assume you mean a 3.5" 


sk drive and not the 

ed by Sinclair 

Most 35° drves sel for around £100 

to £150. Whether you can attach one to 

your HC10 depends on whether it has a 
utabl heck your manual) 
The of MSX goodie! 

for is Nightdare, 11b. 

'heiston, Torquay. Devon 

ее what 

any 





tape 

















only supplier 
addres 
Road, 
You could wrt 
MSK 











10 them and 
able. And agam, 
specific inform, 
letus know. 








Any port in...an ST? 


of buying a 





But on approaching local stockists | 

t по information on a user 

г to the BBC's 6522 VIA), 

a device | laid down as one of the 
requirements of my new machine, 

! would welcome any advice on the 
subject you can give me. If the ST 
does not qualify, is there another 
comparable machine? 


















M Hort. vne, Ayrshire 
* Since you don't say what you want to 
use the port for; it's dificult to be 

fic. but the ST has attracted 

nsive hardware support for storage 
vdeo and audio йу, and most 
other standard peripheral 

5207 has nothing directly 

Р "he BBC Мет user port | 
although the cartridge port can be used 
to drive external devices (many audi 
dgıtısers use the cartridge port) 

tently more useful would be the 





bult in to the М 
onsiderably m 
) or 104057 





The An 
you have to go to the 
miar to ihe 





a hi dificuties and 
2000 series for a 
the А500 being 








respect 
Best of al 





Y hardware expansion, rea 

and so on are PCS which 
employ the well supported PC expan 

bus. Interface cards are readily aval 

/ágtal conversion, indu 

488 adaptors, and digital 














опо, ЕЕ 


Learning to іруе 
Some time ago we bought a 
Commodore 64, complete with disk 
drive and printer. Part of the strategy 
was that with the aid of a typing tutor 
our family could learn to type (our 
‘older son has a difficulty in writing]. 
Since then we have tried to locate 
such a program, but we've had no 
luck. Can you help? 
WM Oswald, Blanefeld, Glasgow 
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= Soay, M Oak, In эй 1 сип. W. as b! 
fie a wen лигин al a Mig i 1n ир! 
Mor program for the C64 about three or Meeting specs We want to hear your problems, but we also want helpful. 
Jk gens Noe util lamen Ца rome а озынмы for hints and tips. And reports of those bugs you ve found, from 
COTES dca lena a tren rele s the comical to the downright frustrating. You could scoop the E 
Му researches tumed up sutabe | suitable. | have been gen the weekly best tip prize of a free 26-ssue subscription! 
programs on the PC and the Amiga, bu | following "And remember, there's no waiting around for monthly 
Có. Perhaps one ot | specification: publication dates. The best tips, and solutions to your 
dt hep 12K RAM, single disk-drive, PC. problems wil be in print before you can say Alan Sugar. 
(Please don't send SAEs for replies, we can only answer enquiries 
in print) — 
So whether its help offered or needed, write to: | 
Tech Tips, New Computer Express M 
RIT 1 4 Queen Street, ds 
| исе in issue 9 of Express Hat Kari a random umber in Фе dek boot у 
Ийме в эшене! m SIPC dek sector so Pat di snape caa be nod. | Cortera, Bath, Avon BAL 1EJ. for ST and | 
ботону. The speed problem you DOS daks эт have the DOS versen | | милы sre, colour томо, and 
mention опу allect 525: dives Tere number stored m the same place. so| printer and scil ports, mouse another £70 lor PC Dito — 
| | are зо may PCs wih 35° des now dish swaps cam go umotced when || eie MS-DOS 2 1 ghe and | YOU minimum system 
that ihe problems are much reduced. wan these d [реек cee ا‎ you coud eta working 
There в мим reason, why PCS Те а Compaq 386 at work wi a || rename Gem Vier Neder Loma үйөт frase 
comet rand dahs creed by We ST 148 35 Wim and henson daz || ТЭ РЕ messes oon Piel PCI Yom Duos), or 
deskop formal ордоп. Te ST sh. between the machnes with no problem. || and rest Framewer Renen PC compatte 
fea paar АЕ n There wea comit abriam Тост cai ina | sac as does Fo — "f E 
the number ol sectors addressed by the PC end rye pem eg e manufacturer 
one decry entry The ST's reading. Fest, the PC ca ре аре о Му атин, aa amity, the PCconpatbies wil be | 
d wring routes ae rather mor 35 ek o OK n program In several languages. BAIN | win mono moors. and тй good lor 
Лоде thatthe PCs s0 can recognise using the lolown D omes on hal score, but yo сола easly 
a number o different formats, chóng. e 3.5 SAT: nought about the Mar | 5987906 to ССА or the much better EGA 
PC ormat. Tvs в te feat that many FORMAT В /180 /N9 sited, enc | E shen you have more me 
Med ask тийи ийат Mos ve peste 1o lomat a sn | Se penton? inthe Jong term, те PC wil wok out ч 
А The PC can an байла Is ded ask even though EN hve weve | | a - chup уш aU wa Oui 
wi Юта, so the tompatbdfy son used 35. smglesded des The || ABougi an ST wih PODIO might | SErousiy. Entra dak dives, memory, an 
The Wewa ista got a PO котине cose Sn fie ome dede of Wis YOU | than onthe ST 
program for he ST which can format PC. DEVICE = DRNER SY “к сий vien rumin o Ayn saw lat week 
thst, [use on caled FORMATI 1 which Ths ads an entra log "Da rue T, Issue you now tht Kz low-cost omine — 
ov do both extended formats and DOS. one head онт STers win single || "tort be am cheapest opton ether, | we recommended 1200 a 
сатра forma: ed Oks lo Smp кутп || oven hac’ whore scenes Кене | ЖМ. £135, b wo 
| | asks on your ST ough he ST stores Graham Curtis, Breads, D cm eS da Dat Р1081 at about £170, or Ihe Micro 
Percherih MP1 35 tor about £14 
SPECIAL OFFER — SPECIAL OFFER SPECIAL OFFER SPECIAL OFFER — SPECIAL OFFER — —— 








PUBLIC APOLOGY 


We at M.D. Office Supplies would like to take this opportunity to — to all its competitors. 
we shall, with immediate effect supply 

COMPUTER DISCS AND STORAGE BOXES ETC., Pme 

AT BELOW WHOLESALE PRICES EXPRESS 


JUST LOOK AT THESE AMAZING OFFERS L س‎ 


51 5.25" DISCS & BOXES 5 27 3 3.5" DISCS & BOXES 3 x 


5° DS DD 96 TPI wih 50 Capacity Lockable Storag 
50 5 25- DS DD 96 ТРІ wih 100 Capacty Lockable Storage 
5525" DS DD 96 TPI wih 100 Capacty Lockatis Sto 
100 5 2 DS DD 96 TPI wih 100 Capacly Lockable Storage Bos 


3440 1vi934S. 








‘SPECIAL OFFER 















13440 WIS 





storage Bot 
age Bor 





ALL DISCS ARE CERTIFIED 100% ERROR FREE 
AND ARE SUPPLIED WITH FULL USER SETS 





ALL DISCS ARE CERTIFIED 100% ERROR FREE ) 
AT M.D. OFFICE THE BEST COST LESS AND ARE SUPPLIED WITH LABELS I 


ACCESSORIES STOP PRESS PRICE AND QUALITY GUARANTEE 


3 5' 40 Capacity Lockat 

35: 80 Capaciy Lockable B 

5 25" $0 Capa 

| 5.25" 100 Capac 
35 or 525 Head Cleaner E295 only i ordered wan other goods HURRY - HURRY - HURI 


== M.D. OFFICE SUPPLIES кч 


18 CRESCENT WAY, FARNBOROUGH, KENT BR6 915 
TELESALES HOTLINES: 0689 61400 


Al prices include VAT and Delivery UK only ‘Supplied subject to availabilty E & OE 














SPECIAL OFFER 






First Come First Served ° а 
BRANDED MAXELL DSDD 135 TPI advenised in this magazine al 2 0 
TO MOSS 20. £22 05 30 EE we will not match we wil 


BEAT IT GUARANTEED 
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The 


incredible 
New 
Computer 
Express 
voucher d 
scheme can P= £» 





save you over LT x 


£15 


| when you buy Ё 
` from adverts 
in this D 
J magazine! " s= 


mi 





ss 





— u3440 Wioads 


Z M5 NM Эи 7 





50р voucher. Valid for orders above £10 
This voucher may be used as 50р part payment on any order totalling over £10 
from a participating advertiser in New Computer Express. You simply fil їп the 
details below and send it off with your order. 


Your name 


Address 


Telephone (if possible) 
Item (s) purchased 


Only one voucher per order is allowed. This voucher and its accompanying 
‘order must be received by the advertiser before 9am February 13, 1989 


TE---------------- redes use ur mr er 
£1.00 voucher. Valid for orders above £20 
This voucher may be used as £1.00 part payment on any order totalling over 


£20 from a participating advertiser in New Computer Express. You simply fil in 
the details below and send it oft with your order. 


Your name 


Address. 


Telephone (it possible) 
Нет (s) purchased 


Only one voucher per order is allowed. This voucher and its accompanying 
Order must be received by the advertiser before 9am February 13, 1989. 


ee ee ee‏ ت ت ت ت ت ت سعد 


£4.00 voucher. Valid for orders above £80 


This voucher may be used as £4,00 part payment on any order totalling over 
£80 from a participating advertiser in New Computer Express. You simply filin 
the details below and send it off with your order. 


Your name 


Address. 


Telephone (i possible) 
Item (s) purchased 


Only one voucher per order is allowed. This voucher and its accompanying 
order must be received by the advertiser before 9am February 13, 1989 


£10 voucher. Valid for orders above £200 

This voucher may be used as £10.00 part payment on any order tot 

£200 from a participating advertiser in New Computer Express. You 
the details below and send it off with your order. 








Your name 


Address. 


Telephone (i possible) 
Item (s) purchased 


Only one voucher per order is allowed. This voucher and its accompanying 














EXPRESS 
VOUCHERS | 


@ The Express voucher scheme is a 
special launch promotion to encourage 
you to buy New Computer Express regu- 
larly. 


@ It offers you savings of up to £15 
when you buy goods through the maga- 
zine. 


€ The vouchers are not limited to spe- 
Cific items — you can save on any pur- 





chase from one of the participating Е 
advertisers. 

© Most mail order — IMA 
advertisers in this mag- | We Accept 

azine are taking part in 

the scheme – just look | VOUCHERS 

for this sign. PE 





€ Remember. The use of just one 
voucher will more than recoup the price 
of the magazine. 


THE FIVE SIMPLE RULES 


4. Express vouchers can be used to obtain discounts on purchases 
of goods advertised in this issue of New Computer Express, provid- 
ed that they are bought directly from an advertiser taking part in the 
scheme. The vouchers are valid only for those advertisements which 
say "We Accept Express Vouchers” 

2 Each voucher entitles you to a discount at the vouchers face 
value, provided that your overall order level is higher than the figure. 
indicated on the back of the voucher. 

3. To use a voucher, simply enclose it with your discounted payment 
when you order. You may use only one voucher in any one order. 

4. The order including the voucher must be received by the advertis- 
er before the closing date printed on the voucher. 


order must be received by the advertiser before Sam February 13, 1989 5. You must fill in the details requested on the voucher. 
























he Instant Catalog 


ALL TITLES IN STOCK 




















INSTANT, Boston House, Abbey Park Road, Leicester LEA SAN 
Mai Order Only. State Computers make and model. 

x PAP. Süp on orders under 5. EEC Tip per e 

Whole Work £150 per tide for Air Mal 
New tides sent on the day of release. 


EN T 0533 510102 


(POR DISK PRICES & NEW RELEASES PLEASE RING US. 





OVER 500 DISKS 
FOR THE 


ATARI ST 


The best selection available| 
anywhere in the UK 
















OVER 500 DISKS 
FOR THE 
COMMODORE 


AMIGA 


The best catalogue you'll 
find anywhere in Britain. ~ 


OVER 300 DISKS 
FOR THE PC 
(IBM, Amstrad etc 
and compatibles) 

A selection of some of the 

best programs available 


send a stamp or phone for o 
FREE Catalogue. Remember 
to quote 
this magazine 
and your type of 
machine (importort) 







МРРБ» ти 
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MACHINE-SPECIFIC COLUMNS. 

















LUBCLUBCLUBCLUBCLUBCLUBCLUB 
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TUBE i Een] 
tiba BCLUB 
nos brin 
ins BOLUR 
non BLUR 
Tunc bcn 
n BOUR 
is BELUR 
TUBE BETER 
TUB pen 
TUBE BELUR 
A tale in the sting 









Drop me a line 
Td be interested io hearing what you've gott say on 
à mater тмин to e ST, so put pan W paper or 
fager to keyboard and wis b Cub ST, New 
Computer Express, 4 Queen Street, Bath BAI 1EJ 


STING, 78 Merion Road. Highfield, 
Wigan WING AT. 





Buea 


еее 





Palace approves piracy shock? 


y fust conversation with 





amve any day now 
as actually finished 
Pete told me, "but 





hen to get 
xd be out by 














Пи 


ary” And a bee 
id "Well you 


emup am p 


l be poised 
n its rendy 


ion of The 


e account of the екта 





е design. background linking 


graphic 





oct to a spec 


ibat, dont th 
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(= = sects wet bm el 
| cpa 

Ta dig cocaine (npe a de 
epe BA wisa x tez p X, 
"rcp Er 
Twaqh yan а отуда ogee э. 


UPDATE 


BMW has managed to establish а niche for sell 
asa kamary, tap persons saloon car, weh al the 
power and bloc trim that goes with & Yet ш 


‘Germany they are put pretty much ш the tane | 


The BMW syndrome 

‘Advertsing inspres many strong emotons 
Anything ftom anger at the gal of the 
advertiser in believing his atlering colt fol us 
into buying, to laughter at the wit of the ads 
storyline, to puzzlement at ts purpose Ts last 





Batch keys 


the failings of the MS-DOS batch fle system 


ғ 
Н 





0100 jaz 10а [Mature] 
0300 ме 21 [меш] 
їл mov ahde [Return] 











тет: int 2i Datum] 

ann 1O10 рашт) 

+ 100 104 [Return 

nnn 0100 Mot жу Mn 
0 ж AL, 











^ reply.com (Return 
ч atum 


What this bit of work does is to create э fie called 
REPLY.COM which wil return the key code of the 
last key pressed in the batch variable errorlevel. 
You can incorporate it into a batch fle Ше this. 
This short fle looks for [F1] or [F2] or any other key 
in a continuous loop. Make sure REPLY.COM is in 
the same directory эв he batch fle when you run 
n 


echo off 











league as hugh end Fonts 

Ask a cosesedion of business computer 
users theu opinen ofthe Apple Macintosh and 
the pote onas wil say “Jolly пке, bt mies ию 
expansive". Ye in the US they ar 
"ue ome" comput 


d the 
Praag is such that 
students and businessmen can aod 
Чеп in prety much the same way 
they did the original Apple Ts. Apple 
UK has worked hard to give the Mac ts 
ence mage over here 

Ask а PC power user what the 
diference is between а Compac 186 
and a Walters 386 ам! bes key to say 
Oui" (especialy 1 be owns the 
трас) Yet there s not that mach | 
бөеге between them. The Compac 
ıs probably a touch faster (Tm guessing 

T haven't testad ether), a bt more 
chuc and à whole Reap more expeasive 
Nod as lu as quay goes. [ó be happy 
1o te а small wager that De return 
and repa rates on the two machines 
ae not hat ferent though i d 





















к tard t wie fares out а ебе | 


company 

The whole pcex of this diatribe 5 
"at very sumar products can sel 
completely diferent proe bands and 
параш риш for hec зир 
Wy on e smog of 
перене advertising sys - and 
budgets 1 you're tang o tupaq a 
пыта мй а few questons oo retu 
‘ates and advertising poby П you get 
шу wen at al you might be 
жирсвөй to learn wtuch companies are 
realy егар va 


What a whopper! 
їз always пке to dn 
orte a band tek scanner use ax ue 
































а some DTP 
othe Masuba. 
SPMHIAF This в the suppl 
named scanner fom the world’ largest 
паліш — company 








sung thing about 
25 
somewhat exceptional 8 
means you can scan an М sheet fom 
fide to side ш one swipe. Cams of 
Not oniy that says the анди now 
wel to his pane, but can 
dipped 
de (SPM 
овон) which allows you o feed 
‘eet through the complete system 
the same way you would a РАХ 
Tahing of Pus the combined kt 
would make an weal FAX input device 
м well as being just 
‘What а dever dea! 
‘Before you al go ой and buy one 
(uy Мечта Thame on 084421 76 
there area few things on the dowa 
side Рат, the software. though smart 
































enough to use yout hard dsk as а 
Graphs bulet s rather slow fo dong 





dor the cradle Adding VAT to that loc 
(aves atl of (0. Sl cheaper than 
many fated scanners, though. and fr 
my money a kt more versat 

‘Simon Wiliams 














job for DTP | 


A SMALL SELECTION FROM OUR WAREHOUSE 

















HARDWARE & PERIPHERALS (Otters end 31st Jan] RRP 
[тезә POW 8512 Computer WordProcessor« Monitor & Prinr......516.35 
[Atan 520 STFM Super Pack ine. Joystick + 22 Sofware Tes 398.98 
Commodore 1541C Dec Dre inc FREE GEOS ` 6 19098 
|Cammagore amga 500 nc Free modular À Part Sofware 498.9 
Commodore Amga 500 & A10845 Colour Monitor & Paint Software. 918 85. 
Commodore Amiga 500 mnc Exp to 1 Meg à Dragons Lar а SW. 594.83, 
|Commocore 1010 35" External Drive » 50% RAM Expansion 
| FREE Superbase Personal - Amiga A500 35999 
|Gammodore MPS 1230 Prrter , 1010 3.5" External 
[Drve + FREE Tecra Aga A500. 42996...... 2298 
|Commoaore MPS1230 Per + 501 RAM 
Expansion ` FREE Supertase Personal ` Amiga А500. 41996 .....32298A 
[Commodore MPS1230 Freier , 3 5° Extemai Dive. 
|: 501 RAM expansion + FREE Superbase Personal - Amiga ASOO ..... 58895... 45047 A 
(Commodore РС! Single Drive Моло ine Abie 1 Sofware 3099077730791 ANC. 
[Commodore PC: Single Drive Союл inc Able 1 Software 494.50 .....42033 ANC 
[Pson Organiser ! CM Portable Computer Calculator 9950... 8358€ 
psen Orgarsser | XP Portable Computer Calculator 139.50... 117.186 
Star LC10 Paralel FAT NLO Prier 29785 "196588 
[Sar C10 Colour Para! FAT NLO Printer 34385 ......240 70A 
[Trojan Lghtpen & Graphics Software to Fa: 
Jpcts121640, CPC 464 Colour, Commodore 64128 
[Specmum 48/1285. Брест. 2 1995... M98 
[СРСвт2в Соол, Spectrum + 3 2395... 796€ 
РСМ 525685129512 (9512 Reqs Dot Marx Printers). 2995... 22466 
[Bark аса à Software 
|mstrad CPC Disc Software Mes. АЯР £12 991149 Our Price only esoe 
[Sine Force Cobra, Movie, Ping Pong. Trough the Trap Door, Spy vs Spy. Yogi Bear, Mr Ween, 
[Te She Vampires, Deactvators, Dru, 
[meon Mane” Discs DS AB 3" Drives BOX 10...... 790€ 
| Amana 35" D500 135TP1 Blank Discs. PKT 10.759€ 
| Amana 5257 0500 40801 Blank Discs PKT 25 7776010 
Large range of Books & Software Business Games /Utlities Etc 
Ale good discounts. Far io many ems to ві here. Send 3 19 stampa for lata. 
"State tor ich product 
Eng. Mata post & ins > (AJES 00 (BIC4 00 (C)E3.0 (D)E2 0 (E)1,00 (F)50p (ANC) 3 Day 
S00 Ner Day £1200. COD + £2. Max UK Ром chargo £6 per 2O«g £500 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. AJ sales subject lo our Trade Terms o Trading, 





W.A. V.E (Trade Dept NCE 2601) 

Walney Audio Visual & Electrical Distributrio 
1 Buccleuch Street, Barrow-In-Furness, Cumbria, LAT4 1SR 
Telephone: 0229-870000 (6 lines) Hours: Mon-Fri 10.00-5.00 


'OMPUTER REPAIRS 
Fixed Super Low Prices! 
une of oe. labour and VAT 
1 WEEK TURNROUND 


* SPECIAL OFFERS * 


VIC 20, C4. 
1541 DISK DRIVE 
1531 TAPE DECK 
MPS 801 


FOR 
ECHNOLOGY 


£14 + Free Game 
£18 
£22 + Free Game 
£29 
£18 


ment with tem - 3 month warranty on repair 
lease enclose adver wih repair 


Please enclose 


| W.T.S. ELECTRONICS 


(NCE 260189) 
‘Studio Master House. Chaulend Lane, Luton, Beds. LUA BEZ 
Tel: 0582 491949 


(4 lines) A nghtsresarvd 


NORTHERN PC SOFTWARE GROUP 
Collieston, Aberdeen. АВА ORT. 
Telephone and Help-Line:- 035887-336 
NSG элө o ALL Апата эла ®М Compattle Users a Persona Servico 
We are especasy летие in NEWCOMERS to COMPUTING. OUR NON-PROFIT MAKING 


SERVICES INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 
PUBLIC DOMAIN. 








Fine programmes avalable on 526" and 35 dis. 
өм Compatte Matera sored for ALL USERS. on 526" Disks at 
A танти o! 1.0 per Disk Joc VAT А Post We hold the largest PD 
көзу e ne Nor о Braa wher beng eased monty 
22 HOUR HELPLINE: Uce ns Serve at any эте ol Day o: Nght or nstant assistance 10 
элү Member Especaly vauabie о newcomers 1o these ercaler PO 
Programes Hei avalabie on any aspect of Computing. at al tines. 
FORMATION BES, COMMS, NETWORKING, DISK EXCHANGE. 
NEWSOFTWARE, CONSULTANCY 
Specal eres Groups encouraged. Share your expers wif other 
ems. tough qur News Lener 


| ‘Send for information today without delay. 
| This is a service for all beginners, and the enthusiast. 
| Modest registration fee £20.00. 

Includes credit for £10.00 PD software. 
Special terms for OAP/students/unempl 





| J omensennces: 


SPECIAL INTERESTS: 
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LAPTOP BONANZA 





genie b м = 
PRICE £485.00 
VAT & POSTA TOTAL £562.75 





yy BROTHER HRS PRINTER 7 


її 30 CPS x 9-pin dot matrix 
# Very quiet and lightweight 
її Epson compatible 

3x Battery or mains 

її Thermal or ink print 

Yr Standard Centronics 


£59.95 pius £3.05 postage 





эх Fast 68008 Processor sr 128K 
RAM xr Multi Tasking 3r Twin 
95232 Ports # Twin fastaccess — ( 
microdrives +: Monitor and TV out 
puts tr 4 free business programs 


We also stock QL Software at 


discount prices, Send today for our list A 


UK HOME COMPUTERS 


82 Churchward Avenue, Swindon, Wilts FAG] 
Tel: (0793) 695034 (ees ES 




















PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE 
AND SHAREWARE 


IBM PC & Compatibles 
Я Amstrads 


Apple MACINTOSH range 


£5.05 per disk 


COMMODORE 64 & 128 


Commodore AMIGA 


from £3 per disk 


Atari ST 


CATALOGUES 


AMIGA A500. 
ATARI 520STFM 


KINGSWAY COMPUTERS 
140 Rushdale Road, Sheffield, S8 9QE 
Telephone: 0742 588429 


y 





MACHINE-SPECIFIC COLUMNS 













AMIGA B 


The Best Just Got Better 





Amiga BBC BASIC 


*Delore Paint 2 doe for major revision in March 





Message Port 


W you have any views on any issues raised within 
‘AmigaBLIT or any issue within the Amiga scene In 
general, why not write in and air your opinion. 
Simdarly. f you have any great bps or tricks for either 
games of serious software that you think wil be of 
interest to other AmigaBUT readers, why not send 
them in also? The address to write to is : AMIGA BLIT, 
New Computer Express, 4 Queen брен, Bath BAI 
18. 














Getting the Better of 
Interceptor 


Aer à weeks rest. the game tps section of 
AnigabLIT is back again with a real gem of a 
cheat. The program below is a grest hack lor 
Blctronc Arts’ Amiga classic, interceptor. The | 
cheat allows you to choose any of the mision | 
with бе game without having to have gained the 
‘necessary experience and the man to thank for 
this great cheat. a certain Dave Colins from | 
Sakabury 

The chest requires you to first create a log dik | 
within the Interceptor game. To use it. first lud 
AmiqaBASIC jor Heft BASIC and enter the | 
program below and then run f When requested. 
insert your log dk and the program wil do ns 
p 

Now fad intercept, insert your log dish when 
requested and youre away. Now H you select 
орбоп six trom the menu, you wd be able to try 
ой any ofthe missions. 
PRINT “INTERCEPTOR HACK VI 01” 
PRINT 
PRINT “PLEASE INSERT LOG DISK IN DFO: 
PRINT “ANO PRESS «RETURN 


Amiga Macintosh Emulator 


WHILE ANYKEYS == 
ANYKEYS = KEYS 
WEND 


(OPEN R A1 "DRO-CONAIG™ 1 
FELD 1,1 ASAS 
LSET AS-CHRS{ 
PUT #1,2 
FORL- 22 1027 
PUT 41, L 
меті 
CLOSE #1 


PRINT “OK. JOB DONE. 


























SPECIAL OFFER 
‘CERTIFIED DISKETTES INCLUDING SLEEVES, LABELS AND A 100% LIFETIME 
"GUARANTEE! 


51/4" 48 TPI DD: PI DD) 





‘SAME DAY DESPATCH 





daid of the gres 
SPEX has, ane derisory comment 








Cal our order desk 
0836 775060 











nator tbe ا‎ pass wil reveal self. Now ex quoting your Access number, or send cheque to: 
> fr às tne Ba, ту nde - WESTONING SOFTWARE. 
зол ые w put ap wa ке | Publish and be damned | | | | vert nce, 12 sanoenSon ROAD, WESTONING, BEDFORD, MKAS sav 





plugging independent maga 
already subscribe to and & 
e [m never sem wi 











‘Yes TUS wi ace up most of yow TAPE based sofware, nclud ^ most of the recent 

a couner - conver for тавон ioa, Can 

Worral Originally set up to give Топу | Power. ‘manages 100% accurately many bic ove ST. 
something t6 do when “he wes | Dont worry, Fm not going to make a case forthe mi Rc Unrvalled On tape at £730 

unemployed the mag contains kmis | Setetrum being able to outdo a Big Mac, but can o | 

des TUD) 10 алин hundreds ot programs 10 

Pavone де ean noraen aen ard counter 

OOK covery ove 400 transtera, cip many tog 20 NN 











" reviews as wel as 








sony ie 


Walton and got kn, erm for Crt sel de pericu nam БЕ For ele wey fan IDEE 
EPROM also. has variety. at | Spectrum for Christmas should take particular note ger d 29 
AS | ey ranu ше mer bby seeing er ate ne Bate ona waq 


commenta on the stato of ab things | ae gamos. 
Spectrum, You really get the feeling 





audies ees aed uos YOU MUST HAVE THIS PROGRAM I YOU HAVE 


ANDORE: £13.38 on m/dnive cert SE: 














certified Speccy (алайса put programs, all available singly. R inchados Word oe compressor - compresses machine собе -mary vtan, Dut deal wit hardware 
rete 
! моей possible way! at فته‎ ALL parhcuiary beginners - only 
dors should send € for the latest | Mowe you to design headimes (who'd have tem when ordering E g PLUS 3 ог 1288 with Opus 
| uo Чо Tony Womi 226 m | edi lagos md papier DEA 
| Mags, Penwortham, Preston, | Пе roa төй of Be package though is 
Lancs PRI OD, Typeler. This is the desktop publisher, and it 
allows you to position ~~ past т graphics and 
shake it all about until you're ready to print. 
Rarely Playable Games There's no room for an dep hare, but 
































renee 
Now sbootemups 1 ove, arcade | uie my werd fr k ota of o rosea Mall 
канне can do no wong. ard ve [WB шур уш. Dey өшү рна 
эши up a friendship with many an rar ices nee, 


e, but roleplaying games со 


зы 
w managed 10 | expensive, but iis proportional to the cost of OTP | | 









‘AMIGA 500 
‘SUPER PLUS PACK 








lack of vowels in thee ONLY £399 (inc VAT!) 
killed off with alarming regulary. [д 1EW. The pea M 
| and ift necessary to read through {AL LER. Ты маңа b ds rali кошт 


tat a dozen pedro | ga 791100 
mores sight of an оп 





AMIGA 500 < 10845 STEREO COLOUR MONITOR & SUPER PLUS PACK 
‘ONLY £625 fine VATI 
AMIGA 500 Win FREE 
ECONOMY PACK 



























al, Workbench 









US Gold has tried to woo moaning 
ns Me el wih t йош ADAD Clay EX сіка 
tempt to introduce some arcade action ino | the i k < ALL HARDWARE HAS 1 YEAR WARRANTY FROM THE DATE OF PURCHASE 





FAULTY HARDWARE WAL BE REPLACED WITHIN 25 DAYS FROM PURCHASE DATE 


gloomy dungeons with joys 
combat and realtime animation 















B 1 probably would have been won over £1295p 
d 

' бейш. Mayte the propran nS 
some tips from Incentive Amiga Machine ng Gunde (Compute!) (D) £17950 






деа расо пи маан а 
cxt potter чата 


their code 


Anyway, the game plays quite well de 















(on Sat) 










v Part may be replaced win ether Deluxe Pain ! or Game at any Ime 













АА Отыз are bsc to пау and may change at any tne. E à OE 











"Sofware anc Book prees ara reve Of PAP 


E ACCESS VISA ORDERS ENOUIRIES TEL. 0706 43519 (Mon - Sal) = 





U < Come and have a Demo at: st Poor Drake Hou 
Batsolution (Prone Pen Pease) 160 rate Sent Rochdale, Lacs. 
Having prol "nes aen V3 1o S0 po Mon. 





week? That dastardly Penguin get 
I better of you? Wearers 
blue tights read on, 


lur Aragon in operaen ade 


SEND ALL MAIL ORDERS TO - 16-Ви Software, Dept J4, 24 Bankfield 
Lane, Rochdale, Lanes. OLII SRJ 
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AMIGA A500 COMPUTER 
(NEW 1.3 KICKSTART!) 
£369 


Including 1Mb Disk Drive, TV Modulator, Mouse, Manuals, Tutorial 


AMIGA A500 GAMES PACK 
(NEW 1.3 KICKSTART!) 
£389 
Including 1Mb Disk Drive, TV Modulator, Mouse. Manuals, Tutorial 
**PLUS** 

Buggy Boy, Barbarian, Thundercats, TerrorPods, Mercenary, Ikari 
arriors, Wizball, Ап of Chess, Amegas and Insanity Fight 













AMIGA A500 1MB SPECIAL PACK 
(NEW 1.3 KICKSTART!) 
£499 
Including 1 Disk Drive, TV Modal Mouse, Manuals, Tur 
тр 
The New DRAGON'S LAIR (R.R.P. £44.95) SIX disk MEGA GAME 


ATARI 520 STFM EXPLORER PACK 
£269 


Including 1M Disk Drive, Mouse, Manual, NEW ST Basic and Ranarama 


ATARI 520 STFM SUPER PACK 
£359 


Including 1Mb Disk Drive, Mouse. Manual, NEW ST Basic Joystick 
**PLUS** 

Wizbal, Buggy Boy. Test Drive, Marble Madness, kari Warriors, 
Roadwars, Eddie Edwards Super Ski, Thundercats, Black Lamp. 
Quadralien, Chopper X, Zynaps, Xenon, Revenge of Doh 
Genesis, Starquake, Ranarama, Seconds Out, Thrust, Summer 
Olympiad, Beyond ihe Ice Palace + Organiser Business Pack 


ATARI 1040 STFM BUSINESS PACK 
£449 


Including 1Mb Disk Drive, TV Modulatór, Mouse, NEW ST Basic 
** PLUS ** 
VIP Professional, SuperBase Personal & Microsoft Write 
(Also available at same price with SUPER PACK games!) 
















































AMIGA A1084 STEREO Colour Monitor £279 
ATARI SC 1224 Colour Monitor £269 
ATARI SM 124 Mono Monitor " £99 
STAR LC10 Mono Printer £229 
STAR LC10 Colour Printer £269 
STAR LC24/10 24 Pin Printer. £339 
Cumana Disk Drive (ST or Amiga) £99 | 






PLUS the BIGGEST Selection of 16 Bit Software 
‘Ask for List! 


BYTEBACK "asic 
PAY BY CHEQUE, - 


POSTAL ORDER OR USE 
YOUR CREDIT CARD 


0636-79097 24 HOUR SERVICE 

















Light and M 


ost, these revolve around 
А wam called "500° has 


ling, devious 






liy being 





Wat this 


























This is a program to protect against reset. If your machine is 
reset while a Basic program is running, it wil re-run the program. 
‘rom the start The program must start from line 100, t works in 
Фе folowing way. If you put the numbers “$C3,SC2,$CO" at 
location $8004 it makes up the word “CBM” And putting the low 
byte and high byte of a start location at $8000 (32768) i wil 


Listing 


jump to t For example: 


ohio hi 


»8000 09 80 09 80 СЗ C2 CD 38 ... сам 
8008 30 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 0. 


‘When you rest he C64 it wil jump from the example above to 


58009 (580-4 0940) 


10 B0 


ыша 
RESTORE FORL-OTO21 READAPOREB LANE. 
DA 128 9.128195 
ОКА 194 205 5648120 
DI 22212512281 
DIT 255328816676 
DAA 174167 
P00F51280 3900852281 1 


OMEICURSOR DONNJCTR. Rx 





Cheats 
Mach + Starvision 


PRAT ICR 
110 PRNT. **** ANUWC STARTUP PAGE V1. ***** 
120 PRITTCURSOR DOWN] 38911 BASIC BYTES FREE LEFT FOR YOU 








able 00 give 











yourself 
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Midi interfaces. 
Now Го not the most musical of people, as 
anyone who's ever had to listen lo me singing 
in the bath wil tell you. Stil, that handicap 
never did Stock Aitken and Dennis Waterman 
any harm, and despite my doth eus 1 try to 
Take an interes in these matters. | pass on 
the folowing snippets for your information 

DHCP (0440 61207) which produces its 
own Midi interlace, has raised the price by a 
tenner to 8995 - which doesn't include an 
software (that's an emm ГИ) (D 
Нкм of DHCP, by the way, wrote the 
laserharp software for Jean Michel Jarre, but 
We ‘mustn't bold that against him) The 
побише it brings out is diferent for the 
various Midi interfaces for the CPCs, which 
are incompatitie 

Electro Music Research (0702 
the other hand, bas brought tts prices do 
Па Midi Track package was (130 
Interface and software. Now ws 
(9240 on disk s жшше в 
but includes а very good rack sequencer 
lo those of you with B synths, you sw. 

Finally. while we re on the subject. yo 
оше to hear of û brand new sl 
lima midi nequoncer thats just been 
"he only one avaliable tor tbe CPC, accor 
ю dé aux Owen 































i 
! 


ШЕШ НЕГ 
pinihit nies 








з 


specticaly for Ram Бестосз Mos 


Machine Midi шепке. п works with the 
£200 Yamaha PS5680 пышы synth or 
вашы. П enables you to play up t six 
етеп voces and four percussion sounds 
sumultaneousy, each with adustabe volume 


and ful seven octave note range 


Кз by Foundation Software (1252 54394: 


and the disk costs £2995 шшр p & p 


(his price. like ай the others quoted b 
includes VAT 















Get your free plugs here 
For a Jong tine now I've been 
apprecutire user of 
Camel Micros which loads 
ата memory of a 128K an 
"ng up its main menu Now 
e plastic | can recommend i а 
certainly be loading 
MoU 





pons allow you to create ready made pr 
forma modules fr tbe spreadsheet, database. 


word processor or comms programs Кз easy. 


А to save individual document 
ioa them fom M 


the program code is saved with the data, 










‘making the роуа easier о ше 


There are the usual disk housekeeping tasis 
(eutalogues, tenamung/erasug fles, copying 
йз - you know the land of thing] together 


with an option to save 
modus 
packages wasy to 


£16 you need to be а regular 
П (which ойу аша C20 ce di 


Camel project is th 
Чү Dew avenue for Dew С} 

the thousands of CPC asers who ha 

word processors, databases 

spreadsheets and who would be v 

intersted indeed 

expansions, cust 

use бшу 


* Chuck Up in the air, but landing soon 








3 


















WERE REALLY 


TALKING ! 
jm 


downlo 





into a communications terminal that will 
d free softw. 





he minute computing 
information, play ex 





ng multi-user ga 


Micronet* befo 


ves and talk to other people 
March 31st 1989 and. 


you'll discover a whole new world for less than half the normal price, 


Free Sorrwar 


extensive software library of free progn 





for only £9.95. Just joi 





Browse thro 





ns for all 





popular machines, including PC compatibles, the 
pm s 


COMMUNICATIONS Use your computer to 





id Amiga. 









er users. With 
















Inror 
Mi 


a 


INMENT Play a range of 
cluding the popular multi- 
the 





MATION Stay informed with 


t's daily computer news, 

















1 access the huge Prestel 











ver game, Shades, 














ion is live and so are your opponents! 


L 


w Cosr 











f price, but using Micron 





rts at just 50р 


| including telephone charges! And if you 











e you one free 





out a year's subscription, 


Sales Desk on 01-837 7872. 







теман | 
esca Juana | or clip the coupon today for more 
ani ue be ID И ation and a free brochure, 





ud 
ا‎ ele | cin М 





vet, and get talking! 
“=== === 
Return to: Micronet, Telemap Group Lid, 

t House, 8 Herbal Hill, London ECIRSEJ, — Ë 


— 









|728 








pv 





L| 
Û Address: 1 
1 


Ta a noeswasorse | 
M NIICRONET 
сена ШЕ А 


‘hae nares dear Misia slept perl ear maca wa athe Ue 
E eae ft i UN bee a 





hine Type: 
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YOUR FORMA 
MACHINE-SPECIFIC COLUMNS Bil 








D 
Шу 


Why oh why 

In some ways the PCW is an invisible 
computer even after sales of around 1 
milion units, most of which are stil 
working despite the disparaging comments 
of industry pundits when they first 








appeared. "What, all that for only £400 
pounds all in? It won't last three months, 
Well mine has lastod three years, printed 
out more than half а million words and is 
filter than Iam. Yet despite this success the 
PCW seems curiously adrt of the 
mainstream computer consciousness 














This is worth a thought; even the most 


rabid of games 





‘Why is this potential market, so tied t 














t put as 


п machine as faled 
writers forever adding just another 
hater to Sword of KrayTWwo 








wt 





a blinking green cursor, 


completely ignored by the rest of the 





words on 11 inch continuous paper, double 








spaced with 1 inch margins all round 
please. 

Requiem 

You've heard faded, jaded 


together 
fanzine 
badly рк 
Paper 





inks к might cause 
don't care 


° C Bryant, 11 Havenview Rd. 
‘Seaton, Devon, EXI2 2PF for £1 








applies to com e 
OL for example, keeps 
going 
through 












домі on ch 
ani edi 











35 
‘Steve Patient 



















emulator’ - we agree, refuses to even load 
wah Trumpeard doesn't seem to work at all 
with standard Basics and even MDA graphics 
do not seem to function (CLS causes crash; 
subscreen элле. windowing and inverse 
video are all unsupported; characters cannot. 
be read back of the screen) 

ОСА support? Zich The (non configurable] 
keyboard driver doesn't cater for many 
common key combinations! Text output 
appears to be only in teletype mode - traps to 
move cursor poston are ignored or 
disobeyed Date return what appear to be 
random numbers. There's no way to move 











Independent OL User 












Crescent, Grimsby DN32 00) (tel 
a 









ges you a 
(usually 32 AS 
orespondence. 
mener kads d 
workshops 'seminarsmeetngs al 





pages) 






биз between ODOS and MSDOS, either 
(direction. Multtasking doesn't work - 1 think 
CTRL is remapped to CHRS(256)) 
Benchmarking is problematic, s vitualy 
nothing works, Tve managed to get one 
assembler working, but Wordstar, Lotus, 
dBase, Wordperfect Symphony, Framework 
‘Supercale, Turbo-anything ete ай decine" 
However, you сап use t to format а floppy 
Tine ~7 minutes plus. Lay, there is no way. 


lee had o publah an apology, The 


w newsleter bas been regu 
mg wih less emphasis on 
obecurenon QL issues. Aso, the unsaid: 
y format is to be replaced by 


Hardly worth emulating! 


More time has been spent with the ANT PC 




















do 1 begin? The ANT о ent the product ~ RIOB causes а hang! 
periodically bangs (wel, he manual | Apart trom hat, no problems 
warns that ^K is not difficult to crash the Tre Simmonds 








ATARI 
Г AATARÎ ъзозтем 


Super Pack 


£359.00 
Including VAT and NEXT DAY DELIVERY 


Alar 520 STEM Super Pack пеште. 
Bunin TV moduator owing you to use me 
'E2OSTFM wih your domes TV sat 
Bunin 1 megabyte isc eve or ast loading 

o programs, 


‘ARKANOID 2, BUGGY B: 
‘more. ORGANISER Busrwas Sofware wort 
50. FREE JOYSTICK 








HOMESOFT (UK) 


Software and Hardware 





£379. 


колага А DELIVERY 


Amiga Pack келуде. 
FREE ТУ maghlator warm C24 99 eraténg you to use 
"he AMIGA win your domes TV us 

ex ERER Gots Sarwar wo ES 
FREE PHOTON PAINT рал package won 
[^ 


AMIGA 500 + MODULATOR £360 00 


SOFTWARE SPECIALS 
|PACMANIA ST 11.50 AM1150 
OPERATION WOLF ST 11.50 AM 1450 
FALCON(FI6) — ST1450 — AM17.50 
THUNDERBLADE ST 1290  AM1490 
кїтє 5т1450 АМИА, 
HERO OF THE LANCE. ATARI ST ONLY 15.90 
PUFFYSSAGA — ATARISTONLY 1290 


[Ws Accept 
EXPRESS 
VOUCHERS 








ATARI 520STFM EXPLORER 
PACK INCLUDES 1MB DRIVE 
AND NO SOFTWARE 

ONLY £270.00 





ATARI 1040STFM SUPER PACK 
INCLUDES £450.00 WORTH OF 
SOFTWARE PLUS A JOYSTICK 


ONLY £445.00 





AMIGA & MONITOR PACK A500 
PLUS HIGH RES. STEREO 
MONITOR AND SOFTWARE 


ONLY £585.00 








ROCKETRANGER AMIGA ONLY 17.50 





EXCLUSIVE 


COMMODORE 
AMIGA A500 
COMPUTER 
WITH A500. 
EXPANSION 

MODULE 
PLUS THE. 
1MB VERSION 

OF DRAGONS. 

LAIR 


FOR ONLY 
£510.00 








PHILIPS HI-RES STEREO. 
MONITOR MODEL CM8833 








LIMITED 








CUMANA 1MB EXTERNAL 
DRIVE WITH BUILT IN PSU 
FOR ATARI ST 


ONLY £95.00 


CUMANA 1MB EXTERNAL 


TV SPORTS FOOTBALL AMIGA ONLY 17.50 
SPEEDBALL ST 1450 АМ1450 

















Phone for New Releases. 
and Prices 


DRIVE WITH 


ENABLE/DISABLE SWITCH 
FOR AMIGA 


ONLY £95.00 


COMMODORE HI-RES STEREO 


Payment by Спа, POs, 
Cash, Credit Card accepted 


HOMESOFT (UK) 
Unit 13, Centurion Way 
dustrial Estate, Leyland, 


MONITOR MODEL 1084S 


ONLY 253.00 


New Titles will be despatched 
оп confirmed date of release. 





All Prices inc 
Postage per item. Courier 
Service Available 














EEE MACHINE-SPECIFIC COLUMNS. 
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" B n ni 8 Dead Clever Fings released here, | wonder? One can always 
5 е оа hope 

: . wll g 

" 











z DCF аз Funny old game 
m = w Wet ne Ga 





s, Winter Edition 
fot review, 1 hoped t 



































d w ter than the Sportint 
Д | А E e 
| dy oniy ment, but st could have bom 
4 | Serious business Mem Lie DUM b The graphics are similar to the 
Discounted Cas lve and at эз it is designed гш Games, eg monochrome. 
1 pep arated | Peta cus. this в OË А gus Шоу the games are ш nare 
sti drink (Mine's а ueble - | Going it alone 


Mechanical cheat 
К you are an avid Konami cartridge fan (as | am), but 


get increasingly frustrated at not being able to play the 
later levels because the early stages are too darned 


ase they don't understand Se 





Quiet please! | = Oe. 




















Sh of | s am antidote to al this commercial м ^ hará, may | recommend the Games Master cartridge 
| тай any | Ж here isa t for al you brave people | so ise from tat company, 

| - ашин | who dont mind taking the id off the | 10 4 ë у ume saw 1 bave | Ts device is а reviewers deam, as it allows you to 
| Pie aaa | computer. On some Beebs the speaker aos | рор ~ спот | play stages that woud normaly takes weeks to reach 
م‎ volume is et so high that # can cause - Games Master aiso allows you to slow down or stop the 
| s diui. an | Метке on a TY seem, pot te | кыш ix ю% Cuin un “15 | к, and increase your number of ve. You can ait 
| ih шшш bw | mentem annoyance to he user, 2 has aiso стотина o send | use Games Master to save your last playing postion to 
Mmi der ш | Те Эйн this, ook for a smal, bive | c. Peps Mad Mix | tape or disk, and you can then load in ts data and start 

: Mock just below R24 [ona model B. The | ios cu Qe fx review. T тот eher you ef of 








^ | One of the most ше options for as far as Im 
concerned is the ability to dump screens to my MSX 
1 и ар АШИ s printer. The resulta эге quite impressive. Games Master 
юш "CONFNGURE QUET command fer à tft is a great device, but a ite expensive at £18.95. 

4 отаг ect 


‘back of this block has а volume contol, я : 
which can be adjusted using a smal 
screwdriver Master отеп can use the 
































патак id the multikad 





maybe Im awarding 
hk Боуи 
ye way К 




















| N Keith Noal 


ACE coupuren SUPPLIES. 
EGET 


COMEUTERSOFTWARE Арт 


AOA 
ALPHA COMPUTING 
32 медон Drive. I анха ыг | BLANK DISKS BRANDED! vo «£1495 
ater ATARE ACORN ary 


FULL RANGE OF COMPUTER BOOKS SUPPLIED 


BLA DEKS £1000 PER 10 «E pi 
билбе à GUARANTEED 


ALL BUSINESS ENTERTANMENT 


тти г FRE Rn CASSETTE ЕМИ SERT 
Got _ eee S 1 |: рт 
CALE ne CE CN "Ti taylor 18 Seah Rae. К 


Da] к peer 





MICROWARE COMPUTER SERVICES. 





SPACE ATTRACTS ч art 


—— I TENTION! ET E 
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B At only 48p New Computer Express is an 
incredible bargain, but take out a year's Subscrip- 
tion and we'll send you an additional four 
issues of the magazine absolutely free! 
W 50 for just £24.95, you'll receive 56 copies of 
| Britain's most exciting weekly computer maga- 
zine! (Or you can take out a six-month Subscrip- 

| tion (26 issues) for just £12.50. 

W There's no better way of keeping 10096 up to 
date on the fast-changing computer scene! 


| CREDIT CARD ORDERS 0458 


74011 


and 





You can order your subscription by phone. Just dial 04: 
New Computer Express Subscriptions 





















Expiry date: February 27th 1989 


Please make cheques or POs payable to Future Publishing Lid anc 
form in an envelope addressed to Express Subscriptions, Future P 





-—--------------4 | 
s Missed out on some earlier issues of New Computer Express? Here's 
| |. YES Fa hko to kaop in touch wih te computer news, rleses | how you can complete your collection. 
| алапа bargains by subscribing to New Computer Express | We have limited numbers of back issues available for 75р each 
3 (48p plus 27p post and packing) 
1 i Mae coing 108122495 — 26 issues costing just £1250 |. Just send details of the issues you require, your name and address 
1 y | plus a cheque made out to Future Publishing Ltd or your credit card 
55 | cAra details to: 
n g Ltd TAIL TP. 
User are the highlights of the previous issues - er they also 
pmo n. 1 1 favourites: news, gam ws, machine columns, 
I I 
| ^9: <18 11025 02635 03645 эз I 
I I 
I Total payable. — 1 
| | Paymentby: Access Visa Cheque | PO I Issue 6 
| Accessivisa no [Issue 78: 
] I I Issue 9: 
Т 1 
I 


| (Please allow three weeks for your subscription order to be pro- 







\& 


Collect ће set! 


ELM 





















Issue 10 : PC 
Issue 11 : CDI 
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16 RIVIV-VDINY 


S6'6L3 Gy 








creenshots 


Actual S 




















More last words from 
Private I, whoever he (or 
she) may be 


PSsst! 








Christmas Competition Prize Winners 


8 The In-crowd - Ocean 


Response to our festive quiz was 
enormous and at last we've managed to 





Sort out he lucky winners. The fest 100 > рор tae iode 
names drawn out ol he Exess at, — $ paver eee Bea’ 
together with the prizes they won, are: 3 Morse Wons Clesue 
5 Jonathan Davies, Bristol 
12 War in Middle Earth - 6 Daud Rovers, Stoteon Trent, Stalls 
Melbourne House 7 Bary ойне, nid, Md 
1 Ingrid Cox, Bristol : (rome >и "м 
2 Kt Lane, Starion ner Bardon Leicester 9, 2059 London 
ү eM aA FRE 11 David Wright, Sauce, Clacks 
4 Kashi Quraishi, Hayes, Middx Иша 
5 John Chariton, Nexham, Northumberland. m 
6 P Toner, Canberwel, London 
7 JP Neal, Suton, Suey 7 Konix Joysticks 
BB Page, Blackpool 1 Sajid Shafia, Bolton, Lancs 
9 Pad Cunningham, Siocport, Cheshire 2 D G Philos, Fuham London 
10 T Brae, Gry, 5 Humberside 3 P Briggs. Cav, Маз 
11 Stephen Norman, Holcombe, Bath 4 $РКайзтстай, St Annes, Lancs 
12 James Brooker, Stevenage, Herts 5 Frack Perkins, Leeds 
6 Hatam Barnstar, Орао Kent 
11 Football 7 Ricardo Pieroni, Harrow, Madesex 
pas Soba me $ Ronny ny Oped 
10 Jon Grandin, Sudbury, А 
10 R-Type - 11 G E Thompson, Наив, Md 
Activision/Electric 12 RJGrbbn байыт Сенбі 
Dreams 13 Mie Pay, Miton Keynes 
14 Mak Panter, Br t 
1 Rem Plenzik, Broadstairs, Kent сори sss 
2 1 Dobie, Bristol 
3 ЈМ Sms, Rustington, West Sussex 6 Giants - US Gold 
4 M Holiday, Blackbur, Lancs 1 S JLee, Huntingdon, Cambs 
5 Shaun Donaghy. Rugby, Warwickshire 2 Amer But, Manchester 
6K Davies, Farnborough, Hants 3 AT Reid, Preston, Lancs 
7 Mathew Сонй, ева, London 4 МО Badral, Maccleshekd, Chestire 
8 Matthew Demonti, Wellingborough, H rene a LM 
Normans am; 
9 W Gillan, Bearsden, Glasgow 7 Rer Thomas, месе Сосн 
10 А Bogue, Stourport, Worcs H AE Wnght, Fakenham, Norfolk 


9 S Wight, Halesowen, West Midands 
10 Stephen Haley. Hemel Hempstead, Herts 
11 Rick Bilson, Stanes, Middx 


11 Nick Taylor, Lechmere, Sunderland, 
12 RAJ King, Saltash, Cornwall 


9 Purple Saturn Day - ` "iive 

toe ea, 
aud Sambrook, Manchester 

2 S Carter, Gingham, Kent Qonsalo 

3 Robert Suton, Congleton, Смелее Vax Mahra, Woverharoton West Mds 

Trevor Lal, Bermch On Tweed, 

Northumbria 4 Sega Console 

5 Mork Everett, West Bridgford, Notts = CR Fairweather, Chesham, Bucs 

8 Daw Fan, Co. Dubin, veland 

7 W Davies, Clwyd, North Wales 3 Star Wars Videos 


8 Christopher Smith, Fintray, Ne Aberdeen 
9. Кема Tayor, Manningtree, Essex 

10 Koln Robertson, Nr Spalding Lincs 
11 G Jones, Bridgend, Mid Glam 

12 Kevn Auk, Riley, Derbys 


1 S France, Guernsey Channel stands 
2 Jayesh Pater, Evngton, Lescester 
3 AF Aam, Manchester 


13 Mark R Jones, Sheffield 2 Commodore 64 

14 David Leadbetter, Crosby Lverpool Pau ton, Comberton, Cambs 

15 Wam Sloane, Со. rim, N rend 

16 Mhe Hutchinson, Еней Mad 1 Atari ST 

17 M Baher, Efe, Mas 5 
18 Nei Barber, Leeds Асов a 
19 Stephen Clarke, Worcester Congratulations to the 


20 Edde Moore, Warrington, Cheshire 
21 Pip Smith, Bracknell, Berks 
22 N тетен, London 


winners, bad luck to the 
losers, and to all those who 


23 Darren Ruggles, BurmhamonCr 5 m 
23 Donen йде батта didn't take part, well you're 
24 James Wek, Hatfield, Herts looking pretty silly now. 








№ бе wate of the 1813 wus which 
threatened to bring the Cy to а standstil 
last Friday the 130, PSssf has got delais 
through underground hacker sources of the 
теп famiy of ей viruses that wi end 
OMisaon as we know it You hme been 


warned. 
The "Friday the Thirteenth’ virus 
Fim scrpis on word processors fected 
wth ths vrus produce exact numbered 
copies of themsehes ad nauseam. Classic 
cases include Rocky Jaws, Death Wish 
Роке Academy and so on. There s no 
noun cure. 

The ‘1530’ virus 

Ts ife mmber inhabits bank cash 
machines and gets spread trough 
cashcarós. R gels (5 name trom the tact 
"Bat, at 15:30 every day when the banks are 
Уй. & crashes any cash dspenser it 
resides n rendeng t unable lo give cash 
The 'PCW virus. 

Cause ol nlecton 6 unknown but ths 5 now 
beleved by editors to reside n every POW. It 
els eto ext documents such as letters and 
novel manuscrots, comuptng the buffer m 
the printer chp. Perlecty good test on 
Screens рейв od as utter rubbish 


The Quantel' virus 

This one came from the States and affects 
graphics computers used in TV. No change 
of camera can occur without the previous 
shot going into a box, beng wrapped around 
а globe, spiming around and receding into 
the distance 

The ‘Greenpeace’ virus 

А curious example rile in PCS n the City 
When the user attempts to pent anything И 
displays the message Save the rainforests? 
and crashes. The soliton involves caling in 
French secre agents who blow up the PC. 
The 'Amstrad' virus 

An inhabitant ol the employees PCs in 
Brentwood. H по Key is pressed lor more 
than fwe seconds, the message YOURE 
FRED appears on screen, the user's PAB is 
printed and the computer locks up. 

The ‘Solomon’ virus 

An insdous routine spread by newspapers 
wich are not hypeprotected. Ths vrus 
inhabits the memories of computer users 
Mer they have told four people what а vius 
is, they suddenly and iratonaby get so 
scared ther own machine might be infected 
‘that they һе ricubusly expensive vius 
busing servces 


Next Weex 


Amiga Essentials 
The Express guide te the vital programs and best buys for your Amiga 


Soccer ID cards 


Will they mean the ond of your local club? 


raphics 
Video gr: e today and tomorrow 


PC to ST to BBC 


Data transference made easy: Express reviews Transtolink 


Databases 


ant to know about the databases but the shop 


Everything you ама 
assistant couldn’ tei you: the Express Beginners Guide 


PLUS 


Mere columns for your machine, reviews, previews, letters, tech tips, all the 
latest news, and more? 


On sale 
Thursday 
February 
2nd 


Onl 
48р! 
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COMMODORE 
AMIGA 500 


tum 
ATARI LASER PRINTER. 


1085 


>>». ATARI 1040: 


With SUPER PACK ol over 450 wort of FREE soft 


plus FREE STARTER KIT 


‘Computer Expr 
NER S SECC 








ATARI HARDWARI 
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1 mE x 
Int pod MIDI for the AMIGA 
Botte Bit fedi. tout Е ТАА СС-10 
PROFESSIONAL ATARI SOFTWARE ES 



























GAMES SOFTWARE 





PANASONIC 1081 


1] NEC P2200 


Д 
"n е wea 120cps draft 
O manes t everybody ° сыз 





3 TIMEWORKS 






х олау aeti q 
heel Fei tss 






MANY OTHER TOP RELEASES AVAILABLE LL. پک‎ 











tss 
©з 
FOR FULL PRICE LIST PLEASE CALL mmm MICROCOMPUTERS, PERIPHERALS 
EXPORT & TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME MEER p SOFTWARE SALES a SUPPORT 
TELEPHONE à MAIL ORDERS WELCOME CREDIT CARDS NOT DEBITED UNTIL DESPATCH 


HEADOFFICE — * CAXTON CENTRE • PORTERS WOOD * ST. ALBANS « HERTS e AL3 6XT e (0727) 37451 


NORTH LONDON «99 PARK STREET LANE • BRICKET WOOD e ST. ALBANS e HERTS AL2 2JA e (0727) 72790 

MANCHESTER — e 85 WASHWAY ROAD (A56) e SALE e MANCHESTER M33 ITQ • 061 962 0780 

WESTLONDON ^ *3MKINGSHILL AVE HAYES ¢ MIDDLESEX e 01-841 8744. 

BIRMINGHAM — * 1046-1048 COVENTRY ROAD (А45) « HAYMILLS • BIRMINGHAM B25 BDP ө 021-772 5212 
SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Monday-Friday 9am-6pm Saturday 10am-5pm 









WEC Le Mans is the 


N 
24-hour world endur- 
ance championship. All 04 P 
other races pale in com- 


parison. No other race 


himself and his саг far 
> beyond limits re- 
quired by any other 

` b d race. He must 
use his sixth sense as 








challenges a driver; physically he becomes one with a 
or emotionally, as WEC Le maching wi ich is perilously 
Mans 24. The racer must push Ры insensitive frailties. 
= gemere 
—— ie. r r. 
z Р =, » 
ү, Ё = ru Qa Š "s 
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AMSTRAD 


SPECTRUM 
£A азд ПАК 








